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CITY OF LACEY MISSION
Our mission is to enrich the quality of life in Lacey for all our citizens ... to build an attractive, inviting, and secure
community. We pledge to work in partnership with our residents to foster community pride, to develop a vibrant,
diversified economy, to plan for the future, and to preserve and enhance the natural beauty of our environment.

PARKS & RECREATION VISION
The City of Lacey is a community that provides its residents and visitors with convenient access to a wide range of public
leisure services and facilities at a reasonable cost. Those services include cultural arts, individual and team sports,
aquatics, educational and fitness programs, and special events. The community’s well-maintained facilities include
neighborhood parks within walking distance of all persons, community parks distributed across the service area, open
spaces that support wildlife habitat, and indoor facilities to support recreational programs and provide public meeting
space. These facilities are linked by linear pathways for walking and bicycling. Our community protects and enhances
our many historic, cultural, and environmental resources.
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I. Executive Summary
The City of Lacey, surrounded by exceptional natural beauty, has lakes, forests, and views of Mount Rainier
and Puget Sound that create an inviting community identity. Woodland Creek system flows through three
major lakes throughout Lacey then on to Henderson Inlet. Wetlands associated with Woodland Creek and
Lacey’s lakes encompass hundreds of acres and provide critical habitat to local fish and wildlife populations.
The City needs to develop an adequate range of park facilities to provide access to these community
resources, while also protecting and enhancing important habitat for the future. These sensitive areas,
including Woodland Creek and six fresh-water lakes, play an important role in the health of our environment.
The City of Lacey, dedicated to parks and recreation activities since its incorporation in 1966, has an amazing
park system of nearly 1,200 acres, with diverse, rich program offerings! The relatively young park system
includes modern facilities, well maintained, heavily used, and highly valued by the community. Lacey’s Parks
& Recreation Department offers a full spectrum of programs and special events for all ages. Lacey residents
have pride in our parks, programs, and facilities, which includes neighborhood, community, regional, and
linear parks; plazas; trails; habitat reserves; and public facilities. Many dedicated people, including elected
officials, city staff, volunteers, and community residents, helped build this robust and successful park system.
This community-based approach resulted in a park system with a rich variety of properties, facilities, and
programs for the public.
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In 2015, the public became involved in the comprehensive
plan update. This engagement continued through 2017 as
part of the Energize Lacey-Shaping our Community Together
public involvement campaign. City staff and Park Board
members conducted in-person and online surveys at
various events and held public meetings and hearings.
Information was also included in City utility billings, on the
city website, and social media. The public was asked to rank
(in order of importance), identified goals for park
development, habitat and natural resource areas, bike and
pedestrian trails, historic and cultural areas, and parks
funding. Community members were also asked to identify
specific priority goals for the comprehensive plan. Improvements to existing parks was the top priority,
followed by diversifying park systems. Swimming and water access was the third-largest response.
The Parks & Recreation Comprehensive planning process gives the City an opportunity to evaluate its current
parks, programs, and indoor and outdoor recreational facilities. It also provides enough time to get valuable
input from the community and evaluate the goals, objectives, and needs for the 20-year planning period.

The Lacey Parks & Recreation Department faces some challenges ahead, including:
 Providing adequate facilities to keep up with growth.
 Moving from a predominately “property acquisition era” to a greater emphasis on
“park improvement and development phase.”
 Solidifying a future funding strategy.
Keeping up with Growth
The City of Lacey is one of the fastest growing cities in the county. The population for the planning area,
which includes the incorporated City and its unincorporated urban growth area, was approximately 81,750 in
2016. The total population is projected to grow 9 percent (6,860 more people) by the year 2020, and a total
projected population of 107,720 by the year 2035.
The parks department promotes various programs and events to residents in the North Thurston Public
School District. The district’s 2016 enrollment was 14,500 students and is projected to increase to 16,800
students over the next ten years. People who live outside the school district and urban growth area
boundaries also participate in parks programs. As our community grows and recreational needs increase, we
must keep up with demand by providing adequate facilities for our residents. Currently, our indoor and
developed outdoor space cannot accommodate our participants’ program demands. This demand will
continue increasing as projected student and residential populations grow.
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Moving to a Park Improvement and Development Phase
Over the last several years, the City did a great job acquiring parks and open space. Currently, 35 percent (404
acres) of the park system is developed, with the remaining 765 acres, undeveloped. The City’s overall level of
service for parks is above the national standard. Most park planning areas have adequate park and open
space properties identified. Therefore, as our community moves forward, we will place priority on using our
limited financial resources for park improvements and development, rather than property acquisition. The
City will consider future acquisitions where deficiencies exist and property and funding are available.

Solidifying a Future Funding Strategy
The City needs to solidify a future funding
strategy for the long-term development,
maintenance, and operation of all park
acreage, trail miles, and facilities. In the past,
a 1 percent utility tax, deposited into the
Parks and Open Space account, was the City’s
primary funding source for acquisition and
development. Park and Open Space Bond
funds, approved by the voters in 2002, were
the primary funding source for previous park
development. The last remaining bond funds
were spent in 2009. The six-year Capital
Improvement Plan has no established funding sources identified for new park development. Therefore,
seriously consider must be given to establishing a Metropolitan Park District and/or park bond measure for
future funding. Currently, project implementation relies heavily on outside revenue sources.

Plan Overview
The Parks & Recreation Comprehensive Plan, part of the City of Lacey Comprehensive Plan, provides the Parks
& Recreation Department an essential strategic vision, which directs short- and long-term actions and
decisions based on community needs. The plan has ten sections that give the reader a clear understanding of
the overall strategic goals, policies, and objectives for future park facilities, as well as identified level of service
standards, prioritized actions, implementation costs, and funding options. The plan must be updated a
minimum of every six years to identify proposed capital projects. The plan must also meet the Recreation and
Conservation Funding Board (RCO) planning requirements for project grant eligibility. Appendix A, Parks
Budget and Capital Facilities Planning, is reviewed on an annual basis and updated if needed.
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II. Strategic Goals
The Parks & Recreation Comprehensive Plan’s strategic goals serve as the overall structure and framework for
the plan and a guide to identify policies, objectives, and prioritized actions. The Plan’s goals coincide with the
goals of other elements of the City of Lacey Comprehensive Plan and mutually support these elements to
guide the community’s future. These goals were created through the Energize Lacey public involvement
process with attention to the City’s mission statement and the Parks & Recreation Department’s vision.

Goal #1
Develop a high-quality, diversified parks and
recreation system that includes unique facilities,
events, and recreation programs that encourage
social interaction, cultivate community spirit, and
strengthen the livability of Lacey.

Goal #2
Prioritize Parks & Recreation projects and identify
corresponding current and future funding sources.

Goal #3
Develop a trails system that interconnects parks, schools, neighborhoods, open spaces, other trail systems,
and important public facilities.

Goal #4
Provide parks, facilities, and programs to underserved areas and/or natural areas that should be preserved.

Goal #5
Preserve and enhance sites and artifacts of
historical and cultural importance and make
them accessible to the community.

Goal #6
Leverage investments in parks, recreation, and
facilities and maintain Lacey’s eligibility for
grant funding.

Goal #7
Develop a sustainable park system that meets
community needs.
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III. Public Involvement
The City encouraged citizens to share and develop ideas during the
public involvement portion of the Energize Lacey – Shaping our
Community Together comprehensive planning process. The process
began in 2015, continued through 2017, and included a number of
outreach strategies. Citizen were invited to take a survey (online or
in-person) and the City collected 219 surveys. In addition, City staff
held public meetings to collect input. In early 2017, the public
involvement process was redefined for the Parks & Recreation
Comprehensive Plan update. The Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan and
recreation program information will be added to the plan when
these projects are completed.
March through May 2017, the public was invited to provide
feedback regarding the Parks and Recreation Department’s goals
and priorities. Parks & Recreation staff and Park Board members
attended six community events and three public meetings were
also held, to gather public comment. In addition, the City posted a
survey on their website, social media, and a utility bill insert,
encouraging community input. The City received a total 870 survey
responses, 702 submitted electronically and 168 responses
submitted on paper at various community events. Nearly 60
percent of survey respondents were City of Lacey residents.

Survey respondents ranked the strategic goals in the following order:

Priority 1: Goal #1 (develop high-quality, diversified parks and recreation system)
Priority 2: Goal #2 (prioritize projects and identify funding sources)
Priority 3: Goal #3 (develop trails system)
Priority 4: Goal #7 (meet level of service standards)
Priority 5 & 6: Goal #4 (provide to underserved/natural areas), and
Goal #5 (preserve historical sites) were closely tied

Priority 7: Goal #6 (leverage investments)
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Public Suggestions for Additional Goals
The public was asked what other goals should be included in the strategic plan, there were 354 comments.
The top suggestions include:


Improvements to existing facilities (25%) with the most weight in field development, installing an
indoor sports arena, and expanding disc golf.



High-quality, diversified park system (16%).



Swimming and access to water for recreation purposes (10%)

Appendix D includes a complete list of categorized comments.

9

City of Lacey Parks & Recreation Comprehensive Plan

Public Feedback on Parks, Facilities, and Programs
The public was invited to provide additional feedback regarding our parks, facilities, and programs, there were
340 comments. The main feedback topics include:


Facility, program, and non-specific compliments (50% total).



Desire for expanded facilities (21%) with the most weight in RAC and other sports field development
and expansion, spray park or outdoor pool, and more disc golf.

Appendix D includes a complete list of categorized feedback on parks, facilities, and programs.
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Park Board Takes the Lead
The Park Board took the lead in updating the
Plan and discussed it at their monthly
meetings between January and July 2017. They
added a park tour and two additional compplan-focused Park Board meetings to the
project. On May 11, 2017, the Park Board held
a special meeting at the Lacey Community
Center to get public input.
The City of Lacey Planning Commission
reviewed the Plan at the June 20, 2017
worksession. The Park Board recommended
the Plan for review by the Planning
Commission on August 2, 2017. The Planning
Commission conducted a public hearing on
August 15, 2017, and recommended adoption
of the Parks & Recreation Comprehensive Plan
by the Lacey City Council. The Land Use Committee and the Lacey City Council also reviewed the Plan.

PARK BOARD
MEETINGS

2017 Regular Meetings:
February 1
March 1
April 5
May 11
June 7
July 5
August 2

Various state and local agencies and groups received copies of the draft
Plan to provide comment. The agencies included the State of
Washington Department of Commerce; the City of Olympia Parks, Arts,
and Recreation Department; the City of Tumwater Parks and Recreation
Department; Thurston County Parks and Recreation; Thurston Regional
Planning Council (TRPC); the Washington State Recreation and
Conservation Office (RCO); Washington State Department of Fish and
Wildlife; and the State Parks and Recreation Commission. Additional
state agencies were notified of the intent to adopt the Parks &
Recreation Comprehensive Plan updates and were given an opportunity
to request a copy of the Plan.

2017 Special Meetings:
February 27 - Park Tour
March 15
April 19
May 11 - Special Meeting
for public input at Lacey
Community Center
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IV. Local Park History
The City of Lacey was incorporated in 1966, however,
Lacey’s history of recreational activities pre-dates
incorporation. In 1891, Isaac Ellis, a local logger,
opened a horseracing track called the Woodland
Driving Park. The 82-acre site included a mile-long
racetrack, stable, clubhouse, and grandstand. It was
reputedly the West’s best sulky horse racing track
outside San Francisco. In its heyday, crowds of up to
1,500 per day traveled to Lacey, primarily by train, to
enjoy the races. Additionally, during the early 20th
Century, the lakes in the Lacey area were an
attraction for tourists because of the many resorts located on their shores.
After incorporation, the City of Lacey began purchasing land for the
development of parks. Park properties came under the ownership of
the City through several donations, dedications, and state grants from
the Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation (IAC).
Wonderwood Park, Lacey’s first community park, was made possible,
in part, by a state grant. In 1990, the City began collecting a 1 percent
utility tax for the acquisition and development of parks and open
spaces. In 2002, Lacey residents supported a $9.9 million bond issue
to fund park development and renovation.
From 2006-2016, the City acquired 527.38 acres of parks, trails, and open space through dedication, donation,
partnership, state grants, and city funds. Of the 405.5 acres of property acquired as a part of Cuoio Park,
portions of the property are designated as part of
required mitigation for water right permits granted to
the City by the Washington State Department of
Ecology. The chart below shows Lacey’s commitment
and progress to provide parks as our community
grows.
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Parks, Facilities, Trails, and Open Space Acquisition History

Park Facilities

Year Acreage

Funding Source

Park Planning Area

Lacey Community Center

1970

0.30

Donation /
Lacey Lions Club

Wonderwood Park

1971

20.00

State Grant / City Funds

Lake Lois

1972

6.00

State Grant / City Funds

Homann Park

1973

7.85

Donation

Wonderwood
Tanglewilde/Thompson
Place
Wonderwood

State Grant

Wonderwood

Tanglewilde/Thompson
Place

Donation
Brooks Park

1974

1.10

City Funds

Wonderwood

Civic (Flag) Plaza

1979

0.17

Donation

Woodland

Lacey Museum

1979

0.54

Donation / Land Lease

Woodland

Southwick Lake – Mt. Tahoma Tract B

1980

2.59

Dedication

Rainier Vista

Long Lake Park

1983

9.95

City Funds

Lois Lake Park Expansion

1986

1.00

City Funds

I-5 Park

1986

1.00

D.O.T lease

Interlake
Tanglewilde/Thompson
Place
Woodland

West & South Plaza Parks & Woodland
Square (Huntamer) Park

1988

2.00

Dedication

Woodland

Long Lake Natural Area

1988

51.46

Dedication

Interlake

Rainier Vista Community Park

1990

45.40

State Grant / City Funds

Rainier Vista

I-5 Park and Trail Expansion

1991

2.00

D.O.T lease

Woodland Creek Community Park

1991

70.77

State Grant / City Funds

Woodland
Tanglewilde/Thompson
Place

Southwick Lake – Lake Hills Tract A

1991

4.88

Dedication

Rainier Vista

Woodland Creek Community Park
Expansion

1992

2.00

City Funds

Tanglewilde/Thompson
Place

Thornbury Park

1992

2.80

Dedication

Rainier Vista

William A. Bush
Rainier Vista Community Park
Expansion

1992

9.88

Dedication

Rainier Vista

1992

1.00

Dedication

Rainier Vista

Lake Lois Habitat Reserve

1993

11.00

State Grant / City Funds

Meridian Neighborhood Park
Meridian Campus North Neighborhood
Park
Avonlea Neighborhood Park

1993

25.22

Dedication

Tanglewilde/Thompson
Place
Hawks Prairie

1993

5.00

Dedication

Hawks Prairie

1993

5.49

Dedication

Wonderwood

Thornbury Park Expansion

1993

5.40

Dedication

Rainier Vista

Wanschers Park

1993

14.89

Donation

Wonderwood

McAllister Grove Community Park

1994

59.70

Donation / City Funds

McAllister
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Thomas W. Huntamer Park Expansion

1995

0.75

Donation / City Funds

Woodland

Chambers Lake Natural Area

1995

6.89

Stormwater Funds

Lacey Senior Center

1997

Horizon Pointe Park

1998

1.26

Dedication

Wonderwood
Tanglewilde/Thompson
Place
Rainier Vista

Mullen Road Habitat Reserve
(Timberline Wetlands)

1998

32.35

Donation

Interlake & Wonderwood

County / City

Meadows &
Tanglewilde/Thompson
Place

Donations / City Funds

State Grant
Southwick Lake – Ivy Hill Tract A

1999

4.94

Dedication

Lake Lois Habitat Reserve Expansion

2001

17.56

City Funds
State Grant / City Funds

Rainier Vista
Tanglewilde/Thompson
Place
Pleasant Glade

Donation
Lakepointe Park

2002

9.58

Dedication

Rainier Vista

Jacob Smith Historical House

2002

1.20

City Funds

Rainier Vista

Jacob Smith House Expansion
(Corporate Park exchange 2.5 acres)

2005

1.97

Property exchange

Rainier Vista

Horizon Pointe Park

2005

9.50

Dedication

Rainier Vista

RAC Expansion

2006

4.39

City Funds

Meadows

Woodland Trail

2006

22.68

State Grant / City Funds

Woodland

RAC Expansion

2007

25.99

Thurston County

Meadows

William Ives Trail

2008

58.32

Dedication

Hawks Prairie

Pleasant Glade Park Expansion

2009

10.50

City Funds

Pleasant Glade

Cuoio Park

2011

405.5

City Funds/State Grants

Pleasant Glade

Greenbelt

4.9

Palm Creek Headquarters

2012

86.78

City Funds

Pleasant Glade

Southwick Lake – Tract A

2015

3.14

Dedication

Rainier Vista

New Lacey Museum (5700 Lacey Blvd)

2016

1.01

City Funds

Woodland

TOTAL DEVELOPED PROPERTY

403.68

35%

TOTAL UNDEVELOPED
PROPERTY

765.39

65%

TOTAL ALL PROPERTY

1,169.07

100%
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V. Facility Definitions
General guidelines have been established to provide an inventory of community parks and open space to
assess the capacity and levels of service for proposed development improvements and facility needs.

Plazas and Public Spaces
Plazas and public spaces are small, specialized facilities including tot lots, downtown parks, and seating areas
along trails or sidewalks. Plazas and public spaces:
 Are typically used by nearby residents or special user groups, such as downtown employees and
shoppers.
 Have a service radius of two to three blocks with no minimum acreage guidelines, but are typically less
than one acre.
 Usually have benches or picnic tables, flags or artwork, and limited play equipment, if any.
 Are usually located in proximity to higher-density residential or commercial areas with pedestrian
access.
 Tot lots, often referred to as pocket parks, which are typically dedicated as active open space within
subdivisions, are owned and maintained by the development’s Homeowners Association. They are not
available for public use and not included in this inventory.

Neighborhood Parks
Neighborhood parks are easily accessible
and serve the nearby population within
walking distance of all residential areas.
Neighborhood parks:
 Should be located within one-half
mile of each resident and preferably,
5 to 20 acres.
 Are typically designated for the
primary purpose of active, outdoor
recreation.
 Include open, multi-purpose
playfields, limited athletic facilities,
sport courts, children’s playgrounds,
and picnic facilities. Restroom
facilities, if provided, are portable and/or seasonal. Parking is usually limited to parallel parking in the
roadway.
 Sites suitable for neighborhood parks are lands that can support intense development. At least 50
percent of a neighborhood park should be bordered by public roads, located in the center of the
service area with convenient pedestrian access, and adjacent to or in close proximity to other open
space and school sites.
 Trails and open space, accessible to nearby neighborhoods, are considered neighborhood parks.
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Community Parks
Community parks serve multiple
neighborhoods and may serve the entire city
and urban growth area by offering a diverse
environment suitable for a wide range of
active and passive recreational activities.
Community parks often include features
unique in the community or the city, and:
 Provide developed and natural areas.
 Have a preferred size of 40-100 acres
and are desired in each of the ten
planning areas
 Have common features such as athletic
fields and courts (lighted or day-use),
swimming facilities, recreation
buildings, group picnic facilities, natural areas, skate park, and local access trail systems.
 Sites suitable for community parks include shorelines, waterfront, natural features and vegetation,
and varied topography. At least 50 percent of the land should be bordered by public streets accessed
from an arterial street, and a portion of the site normally must be suitable for intense development.

Regional Parks
Regional parks are areas offering recreational
opportunities that attract a diverse group of people
countywide or from a larger region. They provide
regional residents an opportunity to enjoy outdoor
recreation in a natural setting or in an intensely
developed area. Regional parks:
 Might include common features such as
special-purpose facilities, lighted athletic
complex, waterfront, or natural areas.
 Typically require a user-fee and should not be
entirely supported by City of Lacey tax dollars.

Special-Purpose Facilities
Special-purpose facilities offer major specialized or single-purpose facilities filling particular needs for specific
recreational facilities. Special-purpose facilities:
 Service area can be variable and is generally communitywide. The acreage, preferred size, and site
factors are variable as well.
 Common features include indoor swimming areas, golf courses, nature centers, athletic facilities,
museums, and community centers.
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Linear Parks
Linear parks are areas developed for recreational
travel or to accent linear resources, such as a
stream or shoreline. Linear parks:
 Provide the community with an
opportunity to enjoy shorelines and
streams and places to walk, jog, bicycle, or
ride horseback along paths set apart from
public streets.
 Service areas can be variable, generally
communitywide or regional, and the
acreage and size can also be variable.
 Common features include paved paths,
seating areas, landscaping, shoreline, and
viewpoints.
 Suitable sites for linear parks include linkages between public facilities, neighboring land uses, and
varied topography. They have easy public access and typically, multiple access points.

Open Space
Open Space is an undeveloped area which may or may not get developed. Open space:
 Development of open space may be approved for passive recreation uses or conservation efforts.
These areas typically have protection measures associated with designated natural areas.
 They may provide a buffer between land uses, ensure a rural atmosphere, reduce building density,
preserve natural settings, provide visual relief, or are used for other public purposes.
 The size is variable.
 Common features of open areas are natural vegetation or landscaping and steep topography. The
open space may provide wildlife habitat.
 Sites suitable for open spaces depend on the density of surrounding development.

Conservancy Sites
Conservancy sites are special management areas with rare, irreplaceable, natural, or cultural features.
Conservancy Sites:
 Are created to preserve, protect, and enhance appreciation of significant or sensitive environmental
and cultural features.
 Are variable in size.
 Common features include wetlands, wildlife habitat, and historical sites and structures.
 Suitable sites show a presence of significant and sensitive features.
 May be commonly called natural areas, refuges, or habitat reserves.
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VI. Levels of Service Standards
The purpose of a Level of Service standard ensures:
 The City provides adequate park and recreation facilities as it develops and grows.
 Land is acquired where there is an identified need.
 Equitable distribution and accessibility to park and recreational facilities available to
residents throughout the City and its Urban Growth Area.
Currently, the RCO and the state do not have required level of service standards. Each community can decide
how to determine their level of service based on different criteria such as quantity, distribution and access, or
quality. Many communities use their level of service to assess how they compare to neighboring cities or
cities of similar size and geographic area. Acreage alone does not give a realistic picture of how well park and
recreational needs are being met in a community. Convenient and accessible park and recreational facilities
are also a consideration. A community could have the majority of its acreage in several large parks, and find
that, despite meeting a level of service, it does not serve the residents as well as the community with several
smaller parks located within easy walking distance of homes.

National Level of Service
For many years, the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) recommended a standard of 10 acres
per 1000 population for local parks. Typically, counties, park districts, and state agencies provide regional
facilities. Lacey is well within this national standard. The City has 1,200 acres of park land for a population of
81,750 people in the Lacey Urban Growth Area. The national standard, based on our population, is 817.5
acres. Lacey also has many acres of greenspace, wetlands, and wildlife habitat areas in addition to the 1,200
acres of park property identified above.
NRPA also has recommendations for number of recreation facilities and amenities per population; however,
each community is unique and therefore it is important to include this type of information in the Local level of
service section.
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Local Level of Service
Many local agencies adopt their own level of service standard because each community is different, and each
place a different emphasis on the amount of park and recreational facilities desired in the community and to
what extent it is developed.
Lacey adopted a standard of having a neighborhood park/trail within one-half mile of each resident. This is
consistent with the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office. Lacey would also like to have a
community park and/or regional park in each of the ten planning areas.
The quality of park amenities, intensity of development, number of people in the park, and the experience a
person has at the park (based on natural features and beauty, safety, cleanliness, and welcoming
environment) are difficult to assess in a level of service. Although difficult to assess, these criteria play an
important role in determining if we are meeting our residents’ needs. Comments from park visitors indicate
we have high-quality, heavily used parks. Here are a few examples. (A complete list is available in Appendix
D.)

Comments from Park Visitors:
 Parks are well-built and attractive
 Parks are well-maintained and clean
 Parks and programs are welcoming with friendly staff
 People feel safe in our parks
 People care about and have pride in our parks and misuse of parks by others is of
concern
City programs and activities offered at parks and facilities also contribute to its level of service, yet are
difficult to measure. In 2018, the Plan will be updated with program level of service.
Often, community parks and open spaces (including trails) fill the role of neighborhood parks. In fact, this
occurs in most of the ten planning areas. Wonderwood Park is an example of an existing park that serves
neighborhood and community park needs. In this situation, there would be no need to provide a
neighborhood park within a .5-mile distance from Wonderwood Park.
The City of Lacey’s partnerships with Thurston County, North Thurston Public Schools, and Senior Services of
South Sound are a crucial part of providing an adequate level of service. The city contracts with Thurston
County to provide Specialized Recreation programs for individuals with disabilities. The city also partners with
Senior Services of South Sound to provide senior programs and activities.
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Recreation Facilities/Amenities
The Regional Athletic Complex, Lacey’s premier sports venue, was made possible by an agreement with
Thurston County.
The city has a joint-use agreement with North Thurston Public
Schools that allows each entity first-priority use. It also gives
the City the opportunity to schedule all the athletic fields
(school use comes first), and use the three high school pools
for swim lessons and aqua fitness. The City also schedules
other swim team use (other than City or North Thurston Public
Schools).
The athletic field shortage, due to increased demand and lack
of resources to maintain and irrigate fields appropriately,
creates a challenge in partnering with North Thurston Public
Schools. For example, the Bucknell/Nisqually fields closure
eliminated 5 sports fields for community groups to use.
In addition, 10 other fields were recently removed from community-use inventory due to long-needed
maintenance and/or school use.
Due to a combination of public input for more field needs, higher-than-ever requests from community sports
groups, and a lack of resources from the school district, the need for more sports fields has increased
significantly. Lacey’s most-immediate local amenity needs include:
 4, full size multi-use sports fields (soccer/lacrosse/football/etc.)
 4, full size baseball/softball fields
Other needs will be identified in the next Plan update.

Open Space
In addition to park-designated land, the City has many other areas dedicated to open space. These areas
differ from open spaces designated as part of the park system, however, are a valuable resource for
preservation of sensitive areas such as wetlands and fish and wildlife habitat conservations. A map of these
areas is being developed to identify this type of open space. These areas contribute to the overall level of
service.
In addition, the City of Lacey requires developers to provide 10 percent open space, dedicated to park use
with an active component, for all new developments. These areas include tot lots, pocket parks, and trails,
which also contribute to Lacey’s overall level of service.
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City of Lacey Existing Park and Open Spaces – Level of Service Designations
Park Name

Classification

Acreage

Avonlea Neighborhood Park

Neighborhood

5.49

Brooks Park

Neighborhood

1.1

Chambers Lake Natural Area

Neighborhood / Open Space

6.89

Civic (Flag) Plaza

Open Space

0.17

Cuoio Park

Neighborhood / Community / Regional

405.5

Greenbelt

Open Space

4.9

Homann Park

Neighborhood

7.85

Horizon Pointe Park

Neighborhood

9.5

Huntamer Park

Neighborhood / Community

1.5

I-5 Park and Trail

Open Space / Community

3

Lacey Woodland Trail

Open Space

22.68

Lake Lois Habitat Reserve

Open Space / Community

28.56

Lake Lois Park

Neighborhood

7

Lakepointe Park

Neighborhood

9.58

Long Lake Natural Area

Open Space / Community

51.46

Long Lake Park

Neighborhood / Community

9.95

McAllister Grove Community Park

Neighborhood / Community

59.7

Meridian Campus North Neighborhood Park

Neighborhood

5

Meridian Neighborhood Park

Neighborhood

25.22

Mullen Road Habitat Reserve
(Timberline Wetlands)

Open Space

32.35

Palm Creek Headquarters

Open Space / Community

86.78

Pleasant Glade Park

Neighborhood / Community Park

42.25

Rainier Vista Community Park

Neighborhood / Community

46.4

Regional Athletic Complex (RAC)
City/County

Neighborhood / Community / Regional

97.38

Southwick Lake

Open Space

15.55

Thornbury Park

Neighborhood

8.2

Wanschers Park

Open Space / Community

14.89

West & South Plaza Parks

Neighborhood / Community

1.25

William A Bush

Neighborhood

9.88

William Ives Trail

Open Space

58.32

Wonderwood Park

Neighborhood / Community

40

Woodland Creek Community Park

Neighborhood / Community

72.77
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