
LACEY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES  
April 16, 2014 6:00 p.m. 

Lacey City Hall, Council Chambers 
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PRESENT 
Commission: Yasemin Alptekin, Kimberley Bauman, Shirley Binkley, and Fermnell Dowell III. 
Excused: Susan Goff, Rosalie Raps Melnick, Kristina Trebil and Megan Wilson. 
Staff: Erin Quinn Valcho, Museum Curator; Lori Flemm, Parks & Recreation Director.  
 
Historical Society: Amy Turner, Nora Brown. 
Public: None. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m. by Kimberley Bauman. 
 
AGENDA 
The following items were deleted from the agenda: 8b and 8c-Review of Museum policy 
drafts, and 9a RFQ for Capital Campaign Consultant. 
 
MINUTES 
The March 19, 2014 minutes were approved and placed on record. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

a. Thurston County through the Decades booth sign-up.  Volunteers are needed 
from the Commission to work at the booth on May 10th. An email will be sent with 
information and needed times. 

b. Information and sign-up sheets were sent around including newspaper articles, 
work plan update and a CLG workshop signup for June 14th. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Lacey Historical Society (LHS). Amy Turner reported: 

• Thurston County Through the Decades is May 10th at the So. Union Grange Hall. 

• The date of the annual meeting has changed to September 25th. The theme will 
be Lacey Schools Memories with a school lunch of soup and sandwiches served 
and it will be held at the Lacey Community Center. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Letter of support for grant application Old Main Restoration, St. Martin’s 

University. Ms. Flemm sent a draft of a support letter to the Commissioners for 
their approval.  Ms. Alptekin asked for clarification on why Commissioner Goff 
has a walking tour for the Historical Commission that is separate from St. 
Martin’s.  It was explained that Ms. Goff is concerned about any appearance of a 
conflict of interest with her position at DAHP, which is the entity that will review 
St. Martin’s grant. 

Motion carried: to use and accept the letter as written to support St. Martin’s 
grant effort. 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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Volunteers are requested for working at the Museum on May 17th and June 14th.  Mr. 
Dowell is able to assist on May 17th and Ms. Alptekin may be able to on June 14th, but 
will check her calendar. Ms. Quinn Valcho will follow up. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

a. Review of Depot Museum conceptual floor plan and site plans. Ms. Flemm and 
Ms. Valcho shared the updated site and floor plans.  Response was very 
positive, with the following issue/concerns/comments made: 

• Concern was noted for potential vandalism of the exterior restrooms. 

• The difference between exhibit fabrication and collection processing was 
explained as dirty vs. clean work rooms. 

• Discussion/clarification on the ceiling over the changing exhibit gallery. 

• Discussion was held on whether “Lacey” or “Lacey Museum” should be 
painted on the east and west ends of the Depot. 

• Discussion ensued regarding the name of the museum. 
 

b. Agenda item deleted. 
c. Agenda item deleted. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Agenda item deleted. 
b. Status of data entry of accessions.  Ms. Valcho provided the list of the 

accessions entered into Past Perfect to date, and explained the process of 
data entry and the next phase of the project.  Ms. Alptekin asked if we knew 
how many artifacts there are to enter. Ms. Valcho made an educated guess 
and said there were 5,000-7,000. 

 
Ad Hoc COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Policy Ad Hoc Committee. Ms. Trebil, the chair of this committee, has requested 
a leave of absence for 60 days. Mr. Dowell agreed to be the interim chair of this 
committee. 

b. Section 1 of the Commission policy.  Ms. Flemm reported that Section 1 of the 
boards and commissions manual was referred to the General Government 
Committee and was reviewed with a few changes. It will be ready for the 
Historical Commission’s review at the May meeting.  

 
STAFF / MUSEUM REPORT 

a. Curator’s Report. Ms. Quinn Valcho reported: 

• There were 19 visitors to the Museum in March. 

• Staff completed five customer service requests, including one for John Dodge 
for his article on the Children’s Farm Home and one for Shanna Stevenson 
for her presentation at the Pacific NW History conference. 

• For the exhibit project, 69 artifacts were photographed, 40 images scanned 
and in total 166 images were uploaded. 

• Volunteers gave 98 hours in February to the Museum and the Commission. 
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• Past Perfect data entry completed this month: 128 contacts, 107 accession 
records, 183 scanned and attached documents, 19 temporary custody 
records and first quarter volunteer hours. 

Ms. Bauman asked for clarification on what work is considered volunteer hours.  Ms. 
Flemm explained that any work on the Commission’s work plan or work at the 
museum or at off-site museum or Commission events. 
Ms. Binkley asked for copies of the Himes Diary transcriptions so that she pull 
information on schools.  Ms. Valcho explained that the transcriptions are in the 
process of being edited for accuracy and consistency and asked if the preference 
would be to have the unedited transcriptions or wait for the edited versions. Ms. 
Binkley would prefer to wait. 

 
b. Exhibit Planning & Development Team.  

• The exhibit team meeting was postponed until May 29th. 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 
Ms. Alptekin reported on Miss Wilson’s presentation, which she was able to watch.  One 
hitch was that there was a miscommunication on the time causing Ms. Valcho to miss it.  
Miss Wilson integrated suggested improvements into her program and it was quite good 
with some room for improvement.  The school children were quite engaged and 
interested. Ms. Alptekin suggested relating portions of the presentation more directly to 
exhibits in our Museum. 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
None. 
  
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

a. Ms. Flemm reported that Ms. Valcho was interviewed on KGY’s program Coffee 
with Ken this morning. 

b. Ms. Flemm attended a fundraising workshop for non-profits offered by the 
Secretary of State’s office, giving her a new perspective on fundraising that will 
benefit our efforts for the new museum. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m.  
 
NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday, May 15, 2014, 6:00 p.m. at Lacey City Hall 
 


