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THE LANSDALE CRANBERRY MARSH: 
AN AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT 

IN THURSTON COUNTY 
  

 Drew W. Crooks  

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Cranberries have long been a popular 
food in America at Thanksgiving and 
other times of the year. First commer-
cially cultivated on the East Coast as 
early as 1810, cranberry farming in 
time spread to other places in the 
country. Cranberry cultivation ap-
peared on the West Coast in the late 
1800s.1 The practice even reached 
Thurston County, Washington in the 
late 19th Century when Andrew J. 
Burr grew the fruit on Tumwater’s 
Trosper Lake for a short time.2 This 
article will focus on the later Lansdale 
Cranberry Marsh, an agricultural ex-
periment in Thurston County that en-

dured from circa 1897 to at least 
1920. 
 

CHARLES T. LANSDALE 
 
The Lansdale Cranberry Marsh, locat-
ed on the eastern outskirts of Olym-
pia, was named after Charles T. Lans-
dale. Who was this individual? 
Charles was born in 1867, the son of 
Dr.  Richard Hyatt Lansdale (1811-
1898) and Mary Pope Lansdale (1836-
1895).3 For years Charles Lansdale 
managed various Olympia grocery 
stores: Lansdale, Hendrickson & Co. 

(1892-1895), Lansdale & Co. (1895-
1898), Lansdale & Phipps (1898-
1899), Lansdale Grocery Store (1899-
1908), and Lansdale Cash Grocery 
Store (1911-1912).4 All of these busi-
nesses were on East Fourth Street 
(now Fourth Avenue). 
  

LANSDALE GOES INTO  
FRUIT CULTIVATION 

 
Lansdale also became involved in fruit 
cultivation. According to a November 
19, 1893 newspaper article, “He has 
30 acres a little east of the city already 
cleared and is clearing 20 acres more. 
Mr. Lansdale will plant the entire 50 
acres to fruit at an early day.”5 The 

property was between Olympia and 
Lacey, close to the Northern Pacific 
Railroad line, and included a marsh 
associated with Woodard Creek.6  
 
The economic potential of the marsh, 
soon to be known locally as Lansdale 
Marsh, became apparent to Charles 
Lansdale. He embarked on an agricul-
tural experiment around 1897 by 
planting two acres of the wetland area 
with cranberries. It was a major ven-

ture described by the Morning Olympi-
an newspaper in October 1899:  
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“About two years ago Charles T. Lans-
dale completed the planting of two 
acres of the latest improved eastern 
cranberries from Cape Cod, Massa-
chusetts, and has successfully culti-
vated them until the present time, 
with the most flattering results. He 
has harvested this fall, on a plat two 
miles east of the city, berries from this 
planting of a larger size, deeper and 
more pleasing color and better flavor 
than those imported from the east. He 

used in planting the two acres about 
300,000 cuttings, all of the latest im-
proved varieties. He has six different 
varieties planted on the two acres, and 
in addition has an experimental cor-
ner, in which he has eight more differ-
ent varieties planted and will thereby 
demons[t]rate what kinds are best 
adapted to this section. This is the on-
ly land in Thurston county that has 
been put in condition for the raising of 
cultivated cranberries, according to 

Besides cultivating cranberries, Charles Lansdale also managed grocery stores in 
Olympia, including Lansdale Grocery Store, depicted here circa 1902. Lansdale is 
the man in the center. This store operated from 1899 to 1908, and was located at 
the southwest corner of today’s 4th Avenue East and Pear Street Southeast. Photo 
C2016.0.9, courtesy of Washington State Historical Society. 
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modern and business-like methods, 
and Mr. Lansdale will no doubt make 
it a success.  
 
“As a partial description of the treat-
ment given this land in preparing it, 
Mr. Lansdale states that he has had 
put on these two acres about 1600 cu-
bic yards of clean, coarse sand; all of 
which was taken from three to twenty 

feet below the surface of the adjoining 
land. On account of the boggy nature 
of the soil it was necessary to cart this 
sand on to the marsh in wheelbar-
rows; making in all about 18,000 
wheelbarrow loads of sand trans-
ferred. With the assistance of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad company, 
whose right of way forms the north 
boundary of his marsh, he has had 
constructed a modern and substantial 
dam, and with the water that rises on 
the property can flood his bog on short 
notice. The two acres planted are but 
a beginning, and notwithstanding the 
heavy expense of cultivating these two 
acres ($600 per acre to date) he in-
tends to add to his plantation as fast 

as possible, having a considerable 
field adapted to this fruit.”7 

 
In May 1901 Lansdale sent the Morn-
ing Olympian newspaper “a half-tone 
[image] of his Western Belle [Bell] 
cranberry bog, located two miles east 
of town on the Northern Pacific line. 
Mr. Lansdale has 28 acres of bog and 
three acres are under cultivation, all 
as thoroughly sanded and treated as 
any like industry in the east.”8 The 
artist Edward Lange9 did a unique 
drawing of the cranberry farm, titled 
“Western Bell & Bugle Cranberry Bog” 

after a variety of berry grown there. An 
unrelated contract, dated January 1, 
1902, has the farm image as a letter-
head. It is now preserved at the Wash-
ington State Archives in Olympia.10 

 
In the years around 1900, Charles 
Lansdale worked hard to promote his 
cranberries. In October 1901, for ex-
ample, he sent some of his berries to 

be displayed at the Pan-American Ex-
position in Buffalo, New York. An 
Olympia newspaper article described 
the cranberries as being “of a charac-
ter that surprise even those who gath-
ered the fruits.”11 

 
CRANBERRY FARMING  
AT LANSDALE MARSH 

 
For the next six years Lansdale over-
saw cranberry farming at the marsh. 
Berries were regularly harvested in the 
fall, usually in September. Interesting 
details of the 1904 harvest were re-
corded in the journal of Grayce Stark. 
She lived with her family on D’Miller 
Lake, near the Lansdale Marsh. Stark 

wrote the following journal entries 
about the cranberries. (Editor’s note: 
Comments in brackets are editorial 
notes; italicized comments are those of 
the author, and non-italicized notes 
were added by journal editor Bernie 
Grayce Cline when the journals were 
published.)  
 
“Monday, September 5 [1904].  Ber-

nice [sister Bernice D’Miller] made a 
pair of mossosikns [sic] [made of deer-
skin with a soft sole] to pick berries in. 
 
“Tuesday, September 6 [1904]. O, dear 
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me goodness I am soo [sic] tired to-
night Mam [mother Sophia A. Shullen-
berger Stark] and I went over to pick 
cranberries. We began before 9 and 
stopped at 5 and got seven gallons. 

Cordie [sister Cordelia Amelia Fauver] 
came later and got 4 gallons. Its [sic] 
the cleanest and easiest picking I ever 
saw. Still then any one would get tired 
in the same position so long, but I like 
it fine, don’t know how I will feel in the 
morning. [They were being paid by the 
pound to pick the cranberries.] 
 
“Wednesday and Thursday [September 
7 and 8, 1904]. Last night I was just 
entirely to near done up to write one 
scratch. Mam and I began early and 
Bernice left the girlies with Cordie and 
she got another bushel. We had fun. 

We all started to pick again this morn-
ing and had picked about 1½ gallons 
when it began to rain. So we all went 
home. O, Gee we were soaked good 
and plenty when we got home. . . .  

 
“Friday [September 9, 1904]. It was so 
wet this morning tho’ the sun was out 
shining so the folks washed. After din-
ner Mam, Cordie and I picked until 

real late. He [Lansdale] let us skip 
around where there were berries. We 
also picked cranberries for the house. 
Bernice canned enough for both us 
and Cordies. I now have over 3 bush-
els. I earned enough to pay for my 
glasses so I’ll be satisfied.”12  
 
A newspaper article in the Olympia 
Daily Recorder’s December “Holiday 

Edward Lange (1846-1912) drew this picture of the cranberry farm at the Lansdale 
Marsh in Thurston County, circa 1901. The view is looking south. Here the image is 
used as letterhead for an unrelated contract that is dated January 1, 1902. Bell & 
Bugle was a type of cranberry cultivated at the farm. Image courtesy of Southwest 
Regional Branch, Washington State Archives. 
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Annual 1904” issue praised Lansdale’s 
cranberry operations. The article was 
accompanied by Edward Lange’s illus-
tration of the farm, and predicted that 
one day “the ‘Olympia Cranberry’ will 
undoubtedly hold as high place in the 
city’s exports as does now the 
‘Olympia oyster’ whose reputation is 
known from coast to coast . . .”13 

 
Another newspaper article, published 
on May 11, 1907, spoke highly of 

Charles Lansdale  and his cranberries:   
“Located about two miles east of 
Olympia is a spot of ground that has 
been made to bloom and blossom . . . 
This tract of land is known as Lans-
dale’s Cranberry Plantation, and com-
prises 28 acres suitable for this line of 
industry, of which there is now seven 
acres under cultivation. This industry 
should be a source of much local pride 
with the citizens of Thurston county, 

The contoured site of the old Lansdale cranberry farm can be seen in this recent 
aerial photograph. North is at the top of the image. The farm site is located in the 
northeast section of the Woodard Creek watershed (center of image). Above it (to the 
north) are the Karen Fraser Woodland Trail (which runs along the former railroad 
grade) and Interstate 5. On the left (to the west) is D’Miller Lake. The Georgia Pacific 
container plant on Fones Road is on the far right. Photo courtesy of Thurston Coun-
ty GeoData Center. 
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 for it fully demonstrates what ability, 
energy and enterprise will accomplish 
in this country of ours.  
 
“The product of this industry consists 
of seven of the choicest varieties of 
cranberries, of which the Bennet Jum-
bo is the largest of any variety pro-
duced in the United States. One im-
portant feature worthy of mention, is 

that these goods have always taken a 
prize when put on exhibition, and that 
they command a larger price than any 
other cranberry to be found on the 
market.  This demonstrates their su-
periority and excellent quality. The 
yield of these berries will reach 100 
barrels to the acre, of which they have 
a ready sale throughout the state. 
 
“Mr. Lansdale has doubled the size of 
his plantation in the past 15 months, 
and is now equipped with the most 
modern conveniences and appliances 
for the operation of an industry of this 
kind. It is with pleasure that we can 
point to this industry as being among 
the creditable enterprises of Thurston 

county, and we predict that in the new 
[near] future the ‘Lansdale Cranberry 
Industry[’] will be known from coast to 
coast for the superiority of its produc-
tions and the magnitude of its opera-
tions. 
 
“Mr. Lansdale is also one of Olympia’s 
leading and reliable grocery dealers 
and conducts his business upon thor-
oughly modern plans. He is [a] wide-
awake and public spirited gentleman, 
who has unbounded faith in the possi-
bilities of Olympia and Thurston coun-
ty. . . . ”14 

The fall 1907 cranberry harvest was 
especially successful. The Morning 
Olympian newspaper made the follow-
ing report on September 13, 1907:  
 
“Olympia beat the Pacific coast market 
with cranberries of the crop of 1907. 
Furthermore the fruit was of a lus-
ciousness found only in the best of 
berries. C. T. Landale [Lansdale], the 
pioneer cranberry grower whose fa-
mous farms are east of the city, put 
berries on the market on September 4, 
the very first of the season. They were 
of the popular old Bell and Bugle vari-
ety.  
 
“The past season has been one partic-
ularly fortunate for the Olympia ber-
ries. The weather conditions have 
been excellent, cultivation has been 
successful and with the choice of vari-
eties adapted for the market has re-
sulted in an unusually heavy crop of 
berries.”15  
 
Incidentally, in the early 20th Centu-
ry, Lansdale Marsh became famous 

locally for more than cranberries. A 
number of newspaper articles noted 
that the area was a prime spot for ice 
skating when it froze during winter 
(usually in January). For example, the 

Morning Olympian noted on January 
13, 1907 that “About thirty young 
people spent a very pleasant evening 
last night skating on Lansdale’s cran-
berry marsh. The marsh is about a 
mile and a half east of the city, on the 
Northern Pacific grade, and the young 
people walked out. The ice is good and 
skating is reported as being fine.”16  
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A TIME OF CHANGE  
 
In 1908 Charles Lansdale faced finan-

cial troubles. His grocery store in 
Olympia had fallen deeply into debt.  A 
combination of “extensive accounts 
outstanding on the books” and failure 
to get more credit resulted in econom-
ic disaster.17 Lansdale was forced to 
give control of his store to temporary 
trustees in February 1908.18 Two 
months later Charles M. Dyer and 
Thomas L. McLaughlin purchased the 
grocery.19 All of this impacted the 
cranberry business at the Marsh. 
 
In July 1908 Dr. Nathaniel J. Redpath 
purchased a half-interest in Lans-

dale’s Marsh.20 A newspaper account 
of the transaction added that Redpath 
and Lansdale “will soon erect a house 
on the property, where Mr. Lansdale 
will reside and devote his entire time 
to the cultivation of the cranberry.”21 

 
Who was Nathaniel James Redpath? 
This enterprising individual, born on 
January 19, 1860, was a medical doc-

tor. He married Anna R. Bridgeford in 
1882. In 1887 he practiced temporari-
ly in Olympia, then became a doctor at 
Western State Hospital in Steilacoom. 
After his wife died, Dr. Redpath re-
turned to Olympia in 1897 and 
opened a successful medical office. In 
1903 he married Lucy Elizabeth 
Maynard. The couple had three chil-
dren.22 

 

CRANBERRY FARMING CONTINUED  
 
Despite the changes, the cranberry 
farming experiment continued at the 
Lansdale Marsh with the active partic-
ipation of Charles Lansdale. In Sep-
tember 1908, a newspaper observed 

that “Lansdale has a crew of pickers 
gathering the large crop of cranberries 
from his marsh east of this city.”23 
How much did the cranberries sell for 
on the local market? Another newspa-
per article recorded that for Thanks-
giving 1908 the berries could be pur-
chased for 15¢ a quart or 25¢ for two 
quarts ($4.18 and $6.97 in today’s 
dollars).24   
 
In July 1909 the Olympia Cranberry & 
Fruit Company was formed by Red-
path and Lansdale.25 According to its 
Articles of Incorporation, signed on 

This bill/receipt from the Lansdale Gro-
cery Store was made out to J. R. 
Brown. Charles T. Lansdale signed it 
as paid on January 31, 1907. The vari-
ety of goods sold at the store is noted 
in the document: “Groceries, Flour and 
Feed, Crockery, Granite and Tinware, 
Etc.” Image courtesy of Southwest Re-
gional Branch, Washington State Ar-
chives. 
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 July 17 and filed on July 
22, the new corporation 
intended to “cultivate, 
raise, ship, sell and dis-
pose of cranberry and 
cranberry vines, and any 
and all kinds of fruits and 
vegetables.”26 Officers in-
cluded Nathaniel Redpath 
as Trustee and President, 

Nathaniel’s wife Lucy E. 
Redpath as Trustee, and 
Charles Lansdale as Trus-
tee, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Manager.27 A deed, 
signed on July 26, 1909, 
transferred land, including 
the cranberry marsh, from 
the Lansdale-Redpath 
Company to the Olympia 
Cranberry & Fruit Compa-
ny.28 

 
Cranberry farming went 
on at Lansdale Marsh. 
Charles Lansdale even 
won a silver medal for his cranberries 
at the 1909 Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Ex-

position in Seattle.29 On September 
30, 1910 the Washington Standard 
newspaper noted that “The cranberry 
crop at Lansdale’s marsh, east of 
town, is being picked.”30 

 
Meanwhile, Lansdale built a farm 
house. According to an April 2, 1909 
news article, “Charles Lansdale, the 
‘cranberry man,’ is building a fine resi-
dence on his farm east of town. It will 
be 28 x 48 feet in size and two full sto-
ries high. It will have eight large rooms 
and a porch 19 feet wide by 28 feet in 
length. It will be one of the largest and 

best farm houses in the county.”31 

 

A surprise party for Charles Lansdale 
was held in March 1910 at his new 
house: 
 
“Taking his bachelor quarters by 
storm, the friends and neighbors of 
Charles Lansdale, to the number of 
63, came in upon him suddenly Satur-
day evening to one of the biggest sur-
prise parties in many moons. Music, 
dancing, fun and merriment, ran riot, 
and the evening was one of unalloyed 
pleasure for all. The affair took place 
in Mr. Lansdale’s handsome new sev-
en-room house, completed about six 

Nathaniel Redpath is seen working in his office in 
1921. Besides farming cranberries, Redpath served 
as a medical doctor in Olympia from 1897 until his 
death in 1924. Photo C2009.230.6, courtesy of 
Washington State Historical Society. 
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months ago out on East Fourth street 
past the Forest cemetery. 
 
“Since retiring from the grocery busi-
ness in this city about two or three 
years ago, Mr. Lansdale has devoted 
his attention to his big cranberry 
marsh and farmlands, and his new 
home gives him a fine country place, 
almost at the edge of the city. Mr. 

Lansdale, a bachelor of 43 years, was 
made the subject of many merry quips 
and jests by his guests, and some of 
the married women declared they ar-
ranged the party just to show him how 
many attractive girls and young wom-
en there were in the neighborhood, 
and that he ought to have a wife for 
such a fine home. Mr. Lansdale took 
the jokes in good part, admitting there 
might be much truth in the state-
ments, and showed his enthusiasm as 
a host by sending for a violinist and 
music and dancing sped the evening 
right merrily. The ladies brought 
bountiful supplies of good things to 
eat, and Mr. Lansdale produced a 
store of fruits, nuts and confectionary, 

and a sumptuous spread was a fea-
ture of the occasion. It was an occa-
sion to be long remembered by all at-
tending.”32 

 
MORE CHANGE 

 
In 1911 Lansdale made an ill-fated 
attempt to re-enter the grocery busi-
ness. He opened Lansdale Cash Gro-
cery Store at 409 East 4th Street on 
December 21, 1911.33 Unfortunately, 
the business went into debt and 
closed in May 1912.34 Lansdale was 
again in financial trouble. He was 

forced to sell his share in the cranber-
ry marsh to Nathaniel Redpath. This 
officially took the form of Dr. Redpath 
purchasing the marsh from the Olym-
pia Cranberry & Fruit Company on 
May 3, 1912.35 However, Lansdale re-
tained ownership of some nearby 
land,36 which he appeared to have 
farmed. His crops did not include 
cranberries. 

 
Dr. Redpath, unlike Lansdale, did not 
intend to directly manage the cranber-
ry operations at the Lansdale Marsh. 
He leased the property to G. T. Morgan 
and J. Gurney Taylor in the fall of 
1912.37 The transaction was described 
in the Olympia Daily Recorder on Oc-
tober 14:  
 
“A lease contract for a term of five 
years, with option of purchase within 
that time for a consideration of 
$8,000, in which Dr. N. J. and Lucy 
Redpath are the lessors, and G. T. 
Morgan and J. Gurney Taylor are les-
sees, the lease consideration being 
$600 per annum, was filed of record in 

the county auditor’s record last week, 
covering property in the Russel J. 
Smith donation claim, sections 18 and 
19, township 18 north, range 1 west. 
A cranberry marsh is a part of the 
property, and by the terms of the 
agreement the lessees are required to 
continue it in full process of cultiva-
tion.”38 

 

In April 1913 the Washington Stand-
ard newspaper recorded a visit of Mor-
gan and a “superintendent” Kruse to 
the Lansdale Marsh: 
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 “Mr. Morgan of Portland, who recently 
purchased 40 acres of the Lansdale 
place, on which there is a cranberry 
bog of between six and seven acres, 
toured the adjacent country during 
the early part of the week, accompa-
nied by his superintendent, Mr. Kruse. 
They plan some extensive improve-
ments on the property, which means 
the entire rehabilitation of the cran-

berry marsh, planting of extensive cel-
ery beds and other intensive farming 
ideas, the execution of which is to be 
left to Mr. Kruse, who has the rating of 
a scientific expert and the capacity of 
a hard worker. They are likely lessors 
of other nearby properties with a view 
to extending the 
scope of their op-
erations.”39 

 
These big plans 
seem not to have 
been carried out. 
Morgan, Taylor, 
and Kruse do not 
reappear in local 
newspapers, but 

cranberry cultiva-
tion continued at 
the Marsh. In Sep-
tember 1913, ad-
vertisements in 

the Morning Olym-
pian and Olympia 
Daily Recorder 
called for twenty 
cranberry pickers 
to work at the 
Lansdale Marsh. 
They would be 
paid $1.00 for 

each box of berries picked ($25 in to-
day’s dollars).40  
 

LAST PHASE OF THE  
CRANBERRY EXPERIMENT 

 
Nathaniel Redpath remained interest-
ed in the cultivation of cranberries, 
and put money into the agricultural 
experiment. In December 1914 he ac-

quired more cranberry vines for the 
farm. An Olympia Daily Recorder arti-
cle observed that “Dr. N. J. Redpath 
has received 72 bales of cranberry 
vines from Cape Cod, Massachusetts, 
which he will set out on his marsh on 
the old Lansdale ranch one mile east 

In 1907 Nathaniel and Lucy Redpath had this Craftsman-
style house built in downtown Olympia. In 1928, the house 
was moved to its current location (Water Street and 17th Ave-
nue) in the South Capitol neighborhood. Photo courtesy of Jen-
nifer Crooks. 
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of the car tracks on the Lacey road. 
The vines were shipped through H. M. 
Williams, the noted cranberry rancher 
of Ilwaco, Pacific county, and it is Dr. 
Redpath’s intention of preparing four 
acres or 18 bales to the acre.”41 

 
The following March saw a report by 
the Secretary of the Olympia Chamber 
of Commerce, H. L. Whiting, that in-

cluded a section on cranberries: “Dr. 
N. J. Redpath is pioneering in a line of 
agriculture which promises to have as 
vital an effect on future development 
as any one department in this line of 
work. He has expended thousands of 
dollars in the building of what are be-
lieved to be perfect cranberry marshes 
and the apparent success of his ven-
ture has already gone to a great extent 
in stimulating county-wide interest in 
this industry.”42  
 
Cranberry pickers, 20 or 30 this time, 
were still needed for the Lansdale 
Marsh in September 1920.43 Cultiva-
tion of cranberries at the Marsh, how-
ever, appeared to fade out in the early 

1920s. They are not mentioned in the 
local papers. Dr. Redpath died in 
Olympia on April 21, 1924 at the age 
of 64. He was buried in the Masonic 
Cemetery in Tumwater.44 The Lans-
dale Marsh cranberry experiment was 
over.  
 
Charles Lansdale married Hannah M. 
Ebeltoft on June 4, 1921.45 The couple 
had no children and later divorced. 
Charles seems to have focused his 
business efforts on (non-cranberry) 
farming of property that he still owned 
near the Marsh. This included a cher-

ry orchard. In the mid-1920s Lansdale 
also promoted the building of houses 
in a Lansdale Addition that featured 
“an artesian well, with water of un-
usual quality.”46  
 
Decades later, on March 31, 1946, 
Lansdale died in a Tacoma area hospi-
tal at the age of 79. He was buried in 
Tumwater’s Odd Fellows Cemetery in 

an unmarked grave next to his par-
ents. In Lansdale’s obituaries the 
cherry trees on Lansdale Addition are 
noted, but there is no mention of 
cranberries or the Marsh.47 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
For many years, cranberry cultivation 
in Washington has been concentrated 
along the coast in Pacific County.48 Yet 
in the years around 1900, cranberries 
were also grown at Thurston County’s 
Lansdale Marsh in a bold agricultural 
experiment. It faded away in the 
1920s. Popular usage of cranberries 
has continued in Thurston County 
and elsewhere, and for many the 

Thanksgiving meal would be incom-
plete without these tasty berries.  

__________ 
 

NOTES 
 
1 For more information on the history 
of cranberry cultivation in the United 
States, see “History” in Paul Eck, The 
American Cranberry. New Brunswick, 
NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1990, 
pages 1-18. 
 
2 “Death of A. J. Burr,” Morning Olym-
pian, February 22, 1900, page 3; and 
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3 “Mrs. R. H. Lansdale Dead,” Morning 
Olympian, November 22, 1895, page 2 
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Career Ended,” Morning Olympian, 
April 20, 1898, page 3 [Richard Hyatt 
Lansdale]. 
 
4 “Enterprising Firm,” Morning Olympi-
an, May 17, 1892, page 1 [Lansdale, 
Hendrickson & Co.]; “Brevities of the 
Day,” Morning Olympian, May 2, 1895, 
page 3 [Lansdale & Co.]; “Brevities of 
the Day,” Morning Olympian, August 
14, 1898, page 3 [Lansdale & Phipps]; 

“Enlarged Capacity,” 
Morning Olympian, Au-
gust 26, 1898, page 3 
[Lansdale & Phipps]; 
“Notice Of Dissolution Of 

Partnership,” Morning 
Olympian, May 13, 
1899, page 4 [Lansdale 
& Phipps]; “Trustees 
Take Over Landsdale 
[Lansdale] Grocery,” 

Olympia Daily Recorder, 
February 29, 1908, page 
1; “New Owners For 
Grocery,” Morning Olym-
pian, April 21, 1908, 
page 2; “We Invite You,” 
Olympia Daily Recorder, 
December 19, 1911, 
page 4; and “Lansdale 
Store Closes,” Morning 
Olympian, May 17, 
1912, page 4. 
 

5 “Another Boom for the Fruit Indus-

try,” Morning Olympian-Tribune, No-
vember 19, 1893, page 1. 
 
6 In the years around 1900, this area 
was not officially in Olympia, but was 
located between Olympia and Lacey. 
Presently it is within the boundaries of 
Olympia. The property is technically in 
the Russell J. Smith Donation Land 
Claim No. 42, Sections 18 and 19, 
Township 18 North, Range 1 West of 
the Willamette Meridian. Deed trans-
ferring ½ interest in land from Charles 
T. Lansdale to N. J. Redpath, signed 
July 17, 1909 and filed August 21, 
1909, Thurston County Deed Record, 
Vol. 75, page 108, Southwest Regional 

Nathaniel Redpath died on April 21, 1924 in Olympia, 
and was buried in Tumwater’s Masonic Cemetery. An 
individual gravestone, seen here, marks his final rest-
ing place while nearby are marked gravesites of other 
family members (including wife Lucy). A large monu-
ment identifies the Redpath family plot. Photo courtesy 
of Jennifer Crooks. 
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Branch, Washington State Archives, 
Olympia, Washington. This 1909 deed 
was written with a correct property 
description for a transaction that took 
place in 1908. It superseded a 1908 
deed. See endnote 20 for references  to 
both 1908 and 1909 deeds. 
 
7 “Culture Of Cranberries,” Morning 
Olympian, October 5, 1899, page 3. 
 
8 “News Of City In Brief,” Morning 
Olympian, May 24, 1901, page 3. 
 
9 For more information on the life and 
art of Edward Lange, who recorded 
numerous Thurston County and 
Washington State scenes between 
1889 and 1912, see Drew W. Crooks, 
Edward Lange: An Early Artist of 
Olympia and Washington State. Olym-
pia, WA: Tenalquot Press, 2012. 
 
10 Contract signed by R. C. Bird, M. A. 
Bird and Harry Bird concerning a 
money loan from Josiah Miller, in 
Thurston County, Clerk, Probate Case 
Files, Box No. 25, #1105 Estate of R. 
C. Bird, Southwest Regional Branch,  
Washington State Archives. 
 
11 “A Magnificent Fruit Display,” Morn-
ing Olympian, October 11, 1901, page 
3.  
 
12 Bernie Grayce Cline, compiled, 
Grayce’s Journal: 1903-1921 Olympia, 
Washington. Olympia, WA: Grayce’s 
Journal Publishing Co., 2010, pages 
53-54. Grayce Stark (Ayers) was born 
in 1884 and died in 1916. Her sister 
Bernice D’Miller continued the journal 
for a few years after Grayce’s death. 

The author thanks Jennifer Crooks for 
telling him about this valuable source 
of historical information. 
 
13 Western Bell and Bugle Cranberry 

Bog, “Holiday Annual 1904,” Olympia 
Daily Recorder, December 18, 1904, 
page 14. In her journal, Grayce Stark 
mentioned this newspaper article: 
“Monday, December 19 [1904]. . . . I 
waited at Charlie’s [Charles Lans-
dale’s] store for Cordie. He [Lansdale] 
gave me a pretty calendar and last 
Sundays Recorder [local newspaper 
called the Olympia Recorder] telling 
about his cranberry marsh and differ-
ent things in and around Olympia,” 
Cline, compiled, Grayce’s Journal, 
page 64.   
 
14 “Large Cranberry Industry” in 
“Olympia’s Manufacturing Industries,” 
Olympia Daily Recorder, “Industrial 
Edition,” May 11, 1907, page 3. 
 
15 “Local Berries Beat Coast,” Morning 
Olympian, September 13, 1907, page 
1.  
 
16 “Brevities,” Morning Olympian, Jan-
uary 13, 1907, page 4. Other refer-
ences to ice skating at Lansdale Marsh 

include: Untitled, Olympia Daily Re-
corder, January 26, 1907, page 4; 
“Skating On Ponds,” Morning Olympi-
an, February 2, 1908, page 1; “First 
Skating,” Morning Olympian, January 
6, 1909, page 4; “City and County,” 

Washington Standard, January 8, 
1909, page 3; “Young Enjoy The 
Snow,” Morning Olympian, January 9, 
1909, page 1; Untitled, Morning Olym-
pian, January 14, 1909, page 6; and 
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 “Society and Personal,” Morning Olym-
pian, January 9, 1910, page 5. 
 
17 “Trustees Take Over . . .” 
 
18 “Trustees Take Over . . .” 
 
19 “New Owners For Grocery.”  
 
20 “City and County,” Washington 
Standard, July 10, 1908, page 3; and 
Deed transferring ½ interest in land 
from Charles T. Lansdale to N. J. Red-
path, signed September 2, 1908 and 
filed September 3, 1908, Thurston 
County Deed Record, Vol. 72, page 
162, Southwest Regional Branch, 
Washington State Archives. Another 
deed, dated July 17, 1909, corrected 
an erroneous property description in 
the September 1908 document. Deed 
transferring ½ interest in land from 
Charles T. Lansdale to N. J. Redpath, 
signed July 17, 1909 and filed August 
21, 1909, Thurston County Deed Rec-
ord, Vol. 75, page 108, Southwest Re-
gional Branch, Washington State Ar-
chives. 
 
21 “City and County,” Washington 
Standard, July 10, 1908, page 3. 
 
22 T. R. Ingham, “Some of the Early 
Doctors of Olympia,” Thurston County 
Historic Commission, 1994. Viewed on 
Olympia Historical Society and Bige-
low House Museum, “Bibliography,” 
www.o lympiahis tory .o rg/ear ly -
doctors/ (accessed September 25, 
2019). In 1907, the Redpaths had a 
house constructed for them at the 
southwest corner of 7th Avenue and 
Washington Street in downtown Olym-

pia. In 1928, the house was moved to 
the southeast corner of Water Street 
and 17th Avenue of Olympia’s South 
Capitol neighborhood, where it still 
stands.   
 
23 “City and County,” Washington 
Standard, September 18, 1908, page 
3. 
 
24 “Turkeys Costly,” Morning Olympian, 
November 20, 1908, page 1.  
 
25 “Olympia Corporation To Deal In 
Cranberries,” Morning Olympian, July 
23, 1909, page 3. 
 
26  #44534 Articles of Incorporation of 
the Olympia Cranberry & Fruit Co., 
signed July 17, 1909 and filed July 
22, 1909, page 1, in 99-SW-246, 
Thurston County Auditor, Articles of 
Incorporation, #42750-48305 1909-
1910, Box No. 166, Southwest Region-
al Branch, Washington State Archives. 
 
27 Oath of President naming officers 
[of] Olympia Cranberry & Fruit Co. 
filed August 21, 1909, with #44534 
Articles of Incorporation of the Olym-
pia Cranberry & Fruit Co. 
 
28 Deed transferring land from Lans-
dale-Redpath Company to Olympia 
Cranberry & Fruit Company, signed 
July 26, 1909 and filed August 21, 
1909, Thurston County Deed Record, 
Vol. 75, page 107, Southwest Regional 
Branch, Washington State Archives. 
 
29 “A.Y.P. Prize List For Thurston 

County,” Olympia Daily Recorder, Oc-
tober 26, 1909, page 5. 
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30 “City and County,” Washington 
Standard, September 30, 1910, page 
3. 
 
31 “City and County,” Washington 
Standard, April 2, 1909, page 4. 
 
32 “Big Surprise Party On Charles 

Lansdale,” Olympia Daily Recorder, 
March 14, 1910, page 1. 
 
33 “We Invite You,” Olympia Daily Re-
corder, December 19, 1911, page 4. 
 
34 “Lansdale Store Closes,” Morning 
Olympian, May 17, 1912, page 4. 
 
35 Deed transferring land from Olym-
pia Cranberry & Fruit Company to N. 
J. Redpath, signed May 3, 1912 and 

filed May 12, 1912, Thurston County 
Deed Records, Vol. 82, page 629, 
Southwest Regional Branch, Washing-
ton State Archives. 
 
36 Consequently, on May 3, 1912, 
Charles Lansdale also granted Dr. 
Redpath the right of access through 
his land to the Lansdale Marsh. Deed 
signed May 3, 1912 and filed June 11, 
1912, Thurston County Deed Records, 
Vol. 83, pages 47-48, Southwest Re-
gional Branch, Washington State Ar-
chives.  
 
37 Lease of land by N. J. Redpath and 
Lucy E. Redpath to G. Morgan and J. 
Gurney Taylor, signed September 9, 
1912 and certified October 9, 1912, 
Thurston County Deed Records, Vol. 

Charles Lansdale passed away on March 31, 1946 in the Tacoma area. He was 
buried in Tumwater’s Odd Fellows Cemetery next to his parents, Richard and Mary 
Lansdale. Their graves are marked, but Charles’ burial place is not; the star shows 
the approximate location of his grave. Photo courtesy of Jennifer Crooks. 
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al Branch, Washington State Archives. 
 
38 “Dr. Redpath Leases Cranberry 
Marsh,” Olympia Daily Recorder, Octo-
ber 14, 1912, page 2. 
 
39 “Lacey,” Washington Standard, April 
11, 1913, page 5. 
 
40 “Help Wanted,” Morning Olympian, 
September 19, 1913, page 3 and Sep-
tember 20, 1913, page 3; and “Help 

Wanted,” Olympia Daily Recorder, Sep-
tember 22, 1913, page 3, September 
23, 1913, page 3, and September 24, 
1913, page 3.  
 
41 “Dr. Redpath Starts Big Carmbarry 
[Cranberry] Marsh,” Olympia Daily Re-
corder, December 10, 1914, page 2. 
 
42 “Whiting Recommends That Olym-
pia Put in Stronger Bid for Tourists,” 

Morning Olympian, March 17, 1915, 
page 1. 
 
43 “Help Wanted,” Morning Olympian, 
September 23, 1920, page 4, Septem-
ber 24, 1920, page 2, and September 
25, 1920, page 2. 
 
44 “Dr. Redpath Passes Away Here 
Sunday,” Morning Olympian, April 22, 
1924, page 4; and “Dr. Redpath To Be 

Buried Thursday,” Morning Olympian, 
April 24, 1924, page 2. 
 
45 Marriage of Charles T. Lansdale and 
Hannah M. Ebeltoft, June 4, 1921, 
Pierce County Auditor, Marriage Rec-
ords, 1876-1947; 1984-Present, 
Washington State Archives, www. 

digitalarchives.wa.gov (accessed Au-
gust 3, 2019). 
 
46 “Landsdale [Lansdale] Addition De-
velopment Begun,” Morning Olympian, 
June 9, 1926, page 2. 
 
47 Death of Charles Lansdale, March 
31, 1946, Department of Health, 
Death Index, 1907-1960; 1965-2017, 

Washington State Archives, Digital Ar-
chives, www.digitalarchives.wa.gov 
(accessed August 3, 2019); “Charles 
Lansdale” in “Deaths and Burials,” 
The Daily Olympian, April 2, 1946, 
page 3; and “Charles Lansdale” in 
“Deaths and Burials,” The Daily Olym-
pian, April 4, 1946, page 7. 
 
48 For more information on these 
coastal agricultural efforts, see Pacific 
Coast Cranberries: The Cranberry In-
dustry and Its History in Pacific Coun-
ty. Long Beach, WA: The Pacific Coast 
Cranberry Research Foundation, 
1997. 
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A traditionally joyful act—a wedding—
is expected to lead to an enriched and 
happy life. But over a century ago, a 
particular wedding instead spiraled 
toward an almost inevitable chain of 
tragedies for one young woman: 
abuse, broken homes, infidelity, mur-
der, abandonment, divorce, a child’s 
death, a fatal disease. Many of the 
men in her life turned out to be 
scoundrels. And her misfortunes con-
tinued even after she died.  
 
This story has a lengthy cast of char-
acters, and the intersection of their 
lives had outcomes worthy of film noir. 
The main players are: 
 
Susie Lewis, a young Tumwater wom-
an, Jesse Winkle’s wife 
 
Jesse Winkle, Susie’s husband, and 
murderer of Frank Lamp (his brother-
in-law) 
 
Frank Lamp, philanderer and murder 
victim 
 

SUSIE LEWIS 
 
Susie Jane Lewis was born in March 
1885 in Thurston County to Alexander 

and Clara Gilliland Lewis. Susie’s fa-
ther was physically abusive to both 
his wife and his infant daughter, so in 
1887, Clara divorced Alex Lewis on the 
grounds of cruelty and abandonment.1 
Clara and Susie continued living in 
Thurston County. In 1893, Clara mar-
ried Alexander Henry, a widower living 
in South Union (just south of Tum-
water) with several children from his 
first marriage.2 Clara and Alex Henry 
eventually had three children of their 
own. 
 
Once Susie joined the growing Henry 
family, we can hope that she had a 
more pleasant childhood. Aside from 
inclusion on censuses, Susie next ap-
peared in public records when, at age 
seventeen, she married a young man 
named Jesse Henry Winkle. This mar-
riage would plunge her into despair 
and notoriety. 
 
Unfortunately, no photograph of Susie 
could be located. 
 

JESSE WINKLE 
 
Jesse Henry Winkle was born in 1880 
in Salem, Oregon, to Henry and Lucy 
Young Winkle. The elder Winkle died 

SCOUNDRELS: 
THE LIFE OF SUSIE LEWIS  

  
 Karen L. Johnson 

 

with genealogical research by Dr. Jewell Lorenz Dunn 
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 of nephritis (inflammation of the kid-
neys) in 1880, and Lucy married 
Charles E. Byers in 1881.3 In 1887, 
the Byers family was living in Clark 
County, Washington. Their children 
included: Alice (ten years old), and 
Jesse (six), both fathered by Henry 
Winkle; and Maggie (four), Katy (two), 
and Walter (one), all fathered by 
Charles Byers. The family then re-

turned to Oregon where they had two 
more daughters, Lucy Maud and Ol-
ive, born in 1890 and 1892.4 
 
The blended Byers family moved to 
Tumwater, but the home was not a 
happy one. In 1903, Jesse’s stepfa-
ther, Charles Byers, filed for a divorce 
from his wife Lucy, Jesse’s biological 
mother. At the time, two minor chil-
dren were left at home: Walter, age 
sixteen, and Olive, age eleven. (Their 
daughter Lucy Maud had been mar-
ried that same year, even though she 
was only thirteen.5) In his divorce 
complaint, Byers claimed that his wife 
Lucy had “disregarded her marriage 
vows . . . and took up and became in-
timate with a certain Italian . . . that 
she had frequently said to plaintiff 
that she hated him and would not live 
with him; that she hated their chil-
dren because they looked like him.”6 
The judge granted the divorce. Custo-
dy of Olive was awarded to Lucy. Son 
Walter was not mentioned in the di-
vorce decree; it is assumed that he 
stayed with his father.  
 
In 1895, Jesse’s full sister, Alice, had 
married a man named Frank Lamp, a 
marriage that would have fatal conse-
quences in the years to come. 

Jesse Winkle. This photo was pub-
lished in the Morning Olympian with 
the following story:  “In order to secure 
a half-tone reproduction of the picture 
of Jesse Winkle, wanted for the murder 
of his brother-in-law, Frank Lamp, a 
record automobile run was made to Ta-
coma yesterday afternoon by Fire Chief 
Raymond. In company with C. M. Hart-
well of the Olympian, Mr. Raymond 
made the run in his Ford run-about to 
Tacoma in an hour and 40 minutes. 
The roads are very rough now and the 
time made was unusually fast. Chief 
Raymond’s six-cylinder Ford made the 
run without an adjustment.” Photo from 
Morning Olympian, February 24, 

1907, page 1. 
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FRANK LAMP 

 
Frank William Lamp was born in 1868 
to Lars and Ane Andersdatter Lamp, 
near Racine, Wisconsin. He was the 
sixth child born in the family. By 
1873, the Lamps had moved to Brown 
County, Minnesota. Sometime after 
1882, Frank relocated to Oregon.7  
 

On May 5, 1895, Frank (27 at the 
time) married Alice Winkle (age eight-
een) in Lebanon, Oregon.8 Alice was 
Jesse Winkle’s full sister. This mar-
riage cemented the relationship be-

tween Frank Lamp and the Winkle/
Byers family. 
 
Frank and Alice had two children in 
Oregon. In 1900, Frank worked at a 
woolen mill in Price, Oregon.9 The 
Lamps then moved to Washington 
State around 1901, and had two more 
children. Frank worked at the Olympia 
Lumber Company and the Olympia 

Door Company for a few years before 
taking a position with the Olympia 
Brewing Company in 1906.10 He and 
his family lived at 817 ½ 4th Street in 
Tumwater, a few blocks uphill from 
the brewery.11 

Frank and Alice Winkle Lamp. Photos courtesy of John Luther, 3rd-great-grandson 
of Lamp. 
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 A later news article stated, “Lamp was 
a hard working man, was always kind 
to his family and provided for them 
bountifully. He was liked by his large 
circle of acquaintances here.”12 How-
ever, Frank had a dark side, too. 
 

SUSIE AND JESSE MARRY 
 
How Susie and Jesse met is unknown, 

but undoubtedly that meeting oc-
curred once Jesse had moved to 
Thurston County. On June 21, 1902, 
they were married in Olympia by a 
Presbyterian minister. Jesse was 21 
and working as a brewer for the Olym-
pia Brewing Company in Tumwater;13 
Susie was only seventeen and had to 
obtain permission from both her par-
ents to be married.  
 
Where the newlyweds first lived is not 
known, but by 1904, they were living 
in Port Orchard. There Susie gave 
birth to a son,14 who was named 
James.   
 
Jesse had a quick temper and a pen-

chant for violence, at home and else-
where. Soon after the birth of their 
son, the couple moved to Bremerton, 
where Jesse’s escalating abuse of 
Susie and the baby caused her to 
leave their home. Not long after, Jesse 
got into a knife fight in a saloon, and 
then fled to southern California. Susie 
later joined him there, presumably in 
hopes of patching up their marriage. 
They eventually returned to Olympia, 
where Jesse went back to work at the 
brewery.15 The couple and their young 
son at first lived on Union Street in 
Tumwater, then moved to 421 West 

Fourth in Olympia, near the east end 
of the Fourth Street (now Avenue) 
bridge.  
 
In March 1906, Jesse started a fight 
with a fellow brewery worker named A. 
E. Landin. The trouble stemmed from 
a brewery strike the year before; at 
that time, Jesse was a union member, 
and Landin was brought in when reg-

Permission for Susie Lewis to marry, 
written by her mother, Clara Henry. 
Image from Washington, County Mar-
riages, 1855-2008, FamilySearch.  
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ular workers went out on strike. Ap-
parently, hard feelings festered. Albert 
McIntosh, yet another brewery em-
ployee, wrote a friend: “A week ago to 
day Winkle caught Landin up on the 
Tumwater Bridge and gave him a good 
‘WALLOPING’, also, two black eyes, a 
swelled up nose, and a cut lip. Landin 

had him arrested and they will 
have a trial next Monday.”16 Jesse 
was found guilty of assault and 
battery with mitigating circum-
stances; he was fined court costs 
and $5 ($144 in today’s  dollars).17 
 
A news article stated, “He has had 
several fights with his fellow work-
ers at Tumwater and is considered 

a dangerous man with his knife.”18 
Another reporter wrote, “Few of 
Jesse Winkle’s fellow workmen had 
good words for him. . . . Of a mo-
rose disposition he communicated 
little of his troubles to his friends, 
and what, if any, real or imaginary 
wrongs he may have been brooding 
over the future will have to lay 
bare, if at all.”19 
 

MURDER 
 
February 1907 saw Winkle again in 
a dangerous mood. “Winkle . . . 
quit work at the brewery a few days 
ago after a quarrel over his work. 
He had remarked in the presence 

of witnesses . . . that ‘some one 
would have to be fixed’ before the 
matter would be all right. Thurs-
day, he told his brother-in-law, 
Lamp, that he intended leaving 
Olympia and going to Europe. As 
far as the fellow employes [sic] of 

the two men know there was no quar-
rel between them that would have rea-
sonably led to murder.”20 But murder 
was indeed imminent. 
 
Later reports varied, but all hinted at 
some kind of interaction between 
brothers-in-law and co-workers Frank 

Olympia Brewing Company payroll list from 
April 1905. Jesse Winkle’s name appears at 
number 15. Image from OBC General Files, 
Subject Files A-Z 1908-1918, Schmidt House 
Archives, Olympia Tumwater Foundation. 
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Lamp and Jesse Winkle in the days 
preceding February 22. 
 
The Olympia Brewing Company occu-
pied several acres of ground near the 
foot of the lowest waterfall of the 
Deschutes River. The brewery was 
bordered on the south and east by 
steep hillsides, on the north by the es-
tuary (a tidal area, mostly mudflats, 
now the upper reaches of Capitol 
Lake), and on the west by the mouth 

of the river. On the other side of the 
Deschutes was a slightly elevated ex-
panse of land occupied by houses and 
some industrial buildings, gradually 
rising to more residential areas on 
Tumwater Hill.  
 
A footbridge and a railroad bridge 
crossed the river’s mouth to the brew-
ery grounds. A long wooden bridge, 
appropriately called “the long bridge,” 
stretched from Tumwater’s lower in-
dustrial area across the estuary to 
Olympia. At the south end of the long 

bridge, nearest the brewery, were lum-
ber piles belonging to the area’s mills. 
 
Frank Lamp lived with his family on 
4th Street in Tumwater, west of and 
uphill from the brewery. To get to 
work, Frank walked down to what was 
then known as Reserve Street (today’s 
Deschutes Way), and crossed over the 
water to the brewery via either the 
footbridge or the railroad bridge. He 
had no reason to use the long bridge, 

as that led toward Olympia.  
 
Frank worked the night shift at the 
brewery, and on February 22, he was 
walking to work just before 11 p.m. He 
carried a lunch basket and had an or-
ange in his pocket. “Lamp appeared to 
be expecting trouble for some time 
past. He bought a revolver and had 
been in the habit of carrying it up to 
the night of his death. When [a few 
days earlier] Mrs. Lamp questioned 
him as to the reason why he was going 
armed he told her that things were not 
looking all right at the brewery.”21 Co-

Family tree showing the relationships between Susie Lewis, Jesse Winkle, and 
Frank Lamp. Image by author. 
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workers had been rib-
bing Lamp about carry-
ing a gun, so he had left 
it at the brewery on his 
previous shift, and was 
consequently unarmed 
on February 22. 
 
Just after 11 p.m., 
screams and calls for 

help were heard near 
the south end of the 
long bridge. Responding 
to the cries were L. L. 
Cooper, a brewery em-
ployee, and John Hopp, 
a mail carrier. They 
were soon joined by 
brewery manager Peter 
Schmidt, Fred Hahn, 
and Mary (Mrs. Robert) 
McIntosh22 who lived 
nearby. They found 
Frank Lamp lying near 
a lumber pile about 40 
feet from the south end 
of the long bridge, in “a 
space of ten feet 

square . . . painted with 
blood, and Lamp’s 
clothing was literally 
soaked in the crimson 
flood.”23 Cooper later 
testified, “When we 
reached Lamp he was 
still conscious and ap-
parently clear-headed. 
Someone asked him 
‘Who did it, Frank,’ and 
he replied, ‘Winkle.’ This 
was after he had asked 
us to lift him up. We 
raised his head up and D
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 another one of the men, I believe it 
was Mr. Schmidt, asked him again 
and he replied, ‘Winkle.’ A few seconds 
later he said ‘Let me down, fellows,’ 
and we lowered his head. Shortly after 
he gasped, ‘I’m going now,’ and was 
dead.”24 
 
The body showed evidence of a vicious 
attack and several defensive wounds. 

“There were four deep stab wounds in 
the region of the heart, any one of 
which might have produced death; 
and eight deep wounds in the back, 
extending down as far as the loins; 
there were several cuts in the arms 
and a horrible gash that nearly sev-
ered the left thumb. One of the fingers 
on the right hand was also completely 
cut off. There was also a deep cut on 
one ear and several cuts about the 
shoulder. One of the cheek bones was 
bruised as from a heavy blow.”25 The 
weapon was thought to be a medium-
sized or large pocket knife.  
 
 “The scene last night at Tumwater 
when the handful of watchers were 

waiting for the coroner and sheriff be-
fore the news of the crime became 
noised about, was a weird one. A lan-
tern cast a yellow light over the body 
in its bloodless pallor, the blood-
stained clothes hiding the gaping 
wounds. Men talked in low tones and 
turned from the scene of the struggle 
with horror when they would find that 
they were trampling in the lifeblood of 
the dead man on the ground about his 
body. All breathed a sigh of relief when 
Coroner E. J. Marnell arrived and di-
rected the removal of the body, and 
the vigil of the watchers was over.”26 

“What led up to the encounter no one 
knows. The [long] bridge is about 100 
feet out of the way of the road to the 
brewery, and to add to the mystery 
Lamp’s full lunch basket was found 
about 40 feet out on the bridge. . . . 
The general belief is that the murder-
er, knowing that Lamp would pass by 
there at that hour had waited for him 
and on some pretext coaxed him down 

toward the bridge, intending to throw 
his body into the [bay]. It is possible 
that the encounter began on the 
bridge and that Lamp ran in an en-
deavor to escape. He was wholly un-
armed and had no means other than 
his own strength to defend him in the 
unequal struggle against a demon 
armed with a knife.”27 
 
Police immediately set out to catch 
Jesse, and soon found that family 
members of both assailant and victim 
were not surprised to learn of the 
murder. The police searched Jesse’s 
home on West Fourth and questioned 
his stepfather, Charles Byers, who 
had recently moved from Bremerton to 

live with Jesse. “His stepfather stated 
that Winkle had announced his deter-
mination to leave Olympia and take a 
trip to Europe. Winkle had been at 
home at 9 o’clock but left about that 
time. Byers, fearing that his son was 
going on a spree had gone up town 
and visited all of the saloons without 
finding him. Some little comment was 
made on the fact that during the en-
tire search Byers did not ask a single 
question as to why the search was be-
ing made or for what Winkle was 
wanted.”28 
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“Another mystery is the fact that Mrs. 
Lamp testified . . . that she heard the 
cries of the murdered man and did not 
investigate when she thought at the 
time that they may have been made by 
her husband. Walter Byers, her step-
brother, was with her at the time and 
although she testified that she heard 
some one say, ‘He is killed,’ they both 
went back to bed. When Coroner 

Marnell went to the house Saturday 
morning several of the neighbors who 
were there told him to be careful what 
he said as she had not been told how 
Lamp met his death or who was ac-

cused of the crime. However, she knew 
almost as much about it as Marnell.”29 

 
Several people reported seeing Winkle 
soon after the murder, but most of the 
leads proved unfounded. The most 
credible story was “that the man seen 
running on upper Main street [now 
Capitol Way in Olympia] shortly after 
the commission of the crime last Fri-

day night, was Jesse Winkle. It is pret-
ty well established, however, that he 
did not come down town, but turned 
east, probably on Thirteenth street, 
where he made his way to his hiding 

place.”30 
 
A pithy description of the 
week’s events was noted in 
a work diary31 kept by an 
unidentified employee at 
the Olympia brewery:  
 
February 21st. 07.  

 Winkle quit work 

February 22nd. 07.  

 Winkle murdered 

 Lamp 

February 26th. 07.  

 did not work  

 buried Lamp 

 
MOTIVE 

 
News of the bloody murder 
chased everything else off 
the front pages of the local 
papers. The story also re-
ceived coverage in other 
parts of Washington, Ore-
gon, and California. 
 

Frank Lamp’s death certificate, Thurston County Au-
ditor, Death Records, 1891-1907. Image courtesy of 
Washington State Archives, Digital Archives.  
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tice for a crime of this kind. I will 

also send you a picture of himself 

and family he ruined. When you 

are through with it please return 

it to 421 West Fourth Street. 

 
  Yours truly, 

  J. [H.] WINKLE 32 

 
To My Dear Sister: 
 
Alice, I have to do this. Frank is a 

man not fit for you. I have always 

treated him as my best friend. He 

has ruined my life. I have known 

of his doings for years. I think you 

are very blind not to know. Alice, 

he has been having (illicit rela-

tions) with Susie since the first day 

that Walter went away. Alice, he 

has spoilt both our lives forever. 

Just before the murder, Jesse had 
written letters to: his wife, Susie; his 
sister, Alice Winkle Lamp; Peter 
Schmidt, manager of the brewery; and 
the Morning Olympian newspaper. The 
letters to the newspaper and Alice 
were published around the region. 
 
Daily Olympian: 
 
Sirs—Please let this letter be 

known to the world. So it will be a 

warning to other scoundrels. This 

man has wrecked my happy home 

and life and myself and dear little 

baby boy, Jim, and worst of all my 

darling wife. Whom I love. He has 

also seduced and brought to ruin 

three of my dear sisters before they 

were fourteen years of age, and one 

of them named Lucy is at present 

in a house of ill fame on account 

of it. My darling wife was a good 

woman and virtuous until this 

scoundrel of the blackest color 

went to my house like a thief in 

the night and ruined my wife and 

wrecked my family. My intentions 

are before this letter gets in print 

to square accounts with this man 

in a way which he will never 

wreck another man’s family. I only 

wish there was a few men in the 

world like the Honorable Harry 

Thaw who had the backbone to 

protect the wives and family of 

this great country. I am well aware 

that the laws of our good country 

are too weak and trifling to do jus-

Frank Lamp’s gravestone at Odd Fel-
lows Memorial Park cemetery in Tum-
water. Photo courtesy of Elaine and Bill 
Schrock, Find A Grave memorial 
38118083. 
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Alice I hate to do this on your ac-

count. I hope you will forgive me, 

but I am going to spoil his life for-

ever, the same as he has mine and 

yours. I do not want to kill Frank. I 

do not believe in murder. But I do 

intend to ruin him for life, the 

same as he has done to my darling 

wife, Susie. Alice, I have always 

been suspicious of this, but now I 

know, for Susie has made me a 

clean confession. Alice, I know this 

which I will do, will put [you] in 

a bad condition, but I would ra-

ther see you living in poverty with 

your good name than to see you 

living in luxury with a dirty low 

life dog like him. 

 

This is not the first female which 

he has ruined, but he is up 

against the wrong man this time. 

Alice, you may think Susie is to 

blame, but she denied it. He came 

to my house when I was at work, 

and took the advantage of her. She 

was a good woman. I will do you 

and also myself justice, which is 

the only justice in the world. 

 
  Your Loving Brother, 

  J. H. WINKLE 33  

 
Thus Jesse confessed his premeditat-
ed assault on Frank, although he stat-
ed that he did not plan on murder, on-
ly emasculation. Obviously, once he 

started to attack Frank, his hunger for 
vengeance took the upper hand. 
 
Harry Thaw, whom Jesse mentioned, 
was a mentally unbalanced millionaire 
from Pennsylvania. Thaw gained noto-
riety when he murdered the famous 
architect Stanford White in 1906. 
White had a reputation for debauch-
ery, and Thaw took revenge on him for 

allegedly raping Thaw’s wife. The mur-
der and subsequent trials garnered a 
great deal of publicity across the 
country, and would have been fresh in 
Jesse’s memory. Jesse obviously iden-
tified with Thaw, or at least with his 
motive for murder.34 And Thaw, like 
Jesse, was no angel himself. 
 
Newspapers speculated on the truth-
fulness of Jesse’s professed motive. 
However, at a coroner’s hearing on 
February 24, all doubt was eliminated 
when Susie herself took the stand. 
 
“Scarcely out of her teens, slight and 
with a pretty face, Mrs. Winkle seemed 
almost a girl as she bravely faced the 

crowd of men who had assembled to 
listen to the testimony at the inquest 
held in the chapel of the Bates under-
taking parlors.”35 
 
“With bowed head and trembling lips 
and in a voice scarcely audible, Mrs. 
Jesse H. Winkle tonight swept aside 
all doubt of the motive that prompted 
her husband to stab to death Frank 
W. Lamp by confessing to the coro-
ner’s jury that she had told Winkle of 
her shame as she faced him for the 
last time when driven from their home 
on West Fourth street by his cruel 
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treatment early this week. She told 
without reservation of her intimacy 
with Lamp and how on her confession 
Winkle seemed all but crazed by the 
blow. 
 
“She said she had confessed in answer 
to questions from her husband that 
her intimacy with Lamp had extended 
since late in August, 1906. Although 
she had feared that Winkle might 
wreak vengeance upon his brother-in-
law her fears had been lulled by her 
husband’s promise that he would not 
kill Lamp. She told how she had mar-
ried Winkle when she was but a little 
more than 16 years old, how their 
married life had been made unpleas-
ant and finally unendurable on her 
part by his abuse and cruelty; how 
that when her little baby, now 3 years 
old, was but 2 months old, Winkle had 

begun to beat the infant when it cried 
until she feared for its life.”36 
 
“With the same frankness that she 
had told Winkle of her sin she last 
night repeated the story of their do-
mestic infelicity undertaking to shield 
herself not in the slightest nor to ex-
tenuate her error by her love for 
Lamp. She said that she had not loved 
Lamp, but that she still loved Winkle 
in spite of the fact that his abuse of 
her had prompted her to leave him, 
knowing that life with him was impos-
sible. 
 
“Assistant Attorney General A. J. Falk-
nor, who conducted the examination, 
sought to make the ordeal for Mrs. 
Winkle as little trying as possible 
shielding her where evidence that 
would have been of no value to the 

Headlines about the murder were splashed across front pages on the West Coast. 
Bellingham Herald, February 23, 1907, page 2,19, 30 
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coroner’s jury would have added to the 
painfulness of the scene.”37 
 
Falknor also questioned Lamp’s wid-
ow, Alice, who “with difficulty . . . 
composed herself sufficiently to testi-
fy . . . swearing that she never had the 
slightest cause for doubting the fideli-
ty of her husband. . . . 
 
“Peter Schmidt testified as to the 
crime and also concerning conversa-
tion with Winkle in which the  latter 
had told him that he would write him 
a letter telling him of his [ruin]. He al-
so said that he would name in the let-

ter who was responsible for it. He said 
that he would not kill the man, but 
that he would wreak a vengeance in 
keeping with the wrong he had suf-
fered, a vengeance that he considered 
would be more terrible than killing 
him. Mr. Schmidt testified that today 
he had received the letter in the 
mail.”38 
 
In another news story, Schmidt’s 
statements were verified: “That Winkle 
did not set out with the intention of 
killing Lamp is borne out by the letter 
he wrote to his sister, Lamp’s wife, in 

which he said he simply meant to in-
jure him. This was further brought out 
by the testimony of Peter Schmidt, one 
of the proprietors of the brewery where 
the two men were employed, who said 
that on the day Winkle quit work last 
week he came to him and said he was 
going ‘to emasculate the man who had 
broken up his home.’ ”39 
 
As mentioned in his letter to the Olym-
pian, Jesse included a family photo 
that identified the major players in the 
drama (except for Susie). A note40 was 
written on the back of the photo:  
 
Jesse Winkle, Lebanon, Oregon. 

No. 1—Frank Lamp—the Scoun-

drel. 

No. 2—His wife, my sister Alice. 

No. 4—Maggie who he ruined. 

No. 5—Katie who he ruined. 

No. 6—Lucy who he ruined. 

No. 3—J. H. Winkle, myself. 

No. 7—Walter—my half brother. 

No. 8—Olive. 

Myself & his wife are full sister & 

brother, the rest are half sisters 

and brothers. 

Susie’s confessions during the coroner’s inquest received a good deal of attention in 
newspapers. From the Morning Olympian, February 24, 1907, page 1. 
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 I could put up with it all until he 

ruined my wife. 

 
  J. H. WINKLE. 
 
“A foundation for a plea of the higher 
law has already been laid by Winkle 
himself and indications are that in-
sanity will also figure, in which Win-
kle’s ungovernable temper, his fre-

quent lapses from a quiet to a danger-
ous stage, together with his strange 
broodings and threats prior to the kill-
ing of Lamp may be brought out, along 
with evidence from his mother harking 
back to his babyhood.”41 
 
One reporter commented on the 
chances of Jesse making a successful 
escape: “The general impression has 
been that unless Winkle should decide 
to return and face the charge . . . he 
may be a difficult man to capture ow-
ing to his wide experience with the 
world. He has spent years at sea, un-
derstanding the art of traveling with-
out means; has an excellent appear-
ance when it may be demanded and 
possesses a natural shrewdness that 
will stand him in hand in escaping the 
officers.”42  
 
Sheriff T. F. Connolly sent out notices 
offering a reward of $200 (about 
$5,500 in today’s money) for infor-
mation on Jesse’s whereabouts. A 
physical description of Jesse accom-
panied the reward notice: “Jesse Win-
kle, age 26, height 5 feet, 9 to 10 inch-
es, hair very curly, light brown, weight 
160 to 165 pounds, tattoo mark on 
the hand or wrist, large American flag 
tattooed on the breast. Winkle has 

been a sailor, a boilermaker, is a good 
engineer and is a good panhandler.”43 
 
Newspapers speculated that Jesse had 
planned his escape: “A few hours be-
fore Lamp was killed Winkle bought a 
lantern at the Martin Hardware com-
pany’s store . . . The paper in which 
the lantern was wrapped was like that 
which was wrapped around the family 

photograph left at the Olympian office 
that night. The only use Winkle could 
have had for a lantern would be if he 
intended to camp out in some nearby 
shack for a time at least. What adds to 
this belief is the fact that the bed 
clothing for a bedroom in the front of 
Winkle’s house was found by the po-
lice to be missing that night.” Winkle’s 
best suit of clothes was also missing.44 
 
Although Jesse’s description was sent 
to police up and down the coast, the 
murderer had made good his escape. 
 
On February 26, a local man made an 
interesting find in the bay about a 
mile north of the brewery. Frank 

Lamp’s jacket was caught on a snag in 
the water. It proved to be “a dark 
striped garment, well worn. On the la-
pel was the Woodman45 button worn 
by Lamp, and in the pockets were an 
orange, which the brewer was carrying 
for his lunch; a plug of tobacco and a 
shipping tag of the Olympia Brewing 
company . . .”46 Oddly, the coat had no 
cuts on it, leading police to believe 
that Lamp must have had enough 
warning of Jesse’s attack to have re-
moved the coat before Jesse assaulted 
him. Then the coat must have fallen or 
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been thrown into the water, and was 
carried north by the outgoing tide. 
 

WINKLE’S SISTERS 
 
In his letters, Jesse claimed that Lamp 
had “seduced and brought to ruin 
three of my dear sisters before they 
were fourteen years of age, and one of 
them named Lucy is at present in a 

house of ill fame on account of it.” 
Maggie and Katie, the older sisters, 
were both married and living in the 
Seattle area. Both came home to 
Thurston County shortly after the 
murder, and both strenuously denied 
having ever had any physical relation-
ship, forced or consensual, with Lamp.  
 
But Lucy Maud was another story.  
 
Directly after the murder, police 
chased down all rumors of Jesse’s 
whereabouts. They found Lucy Maud 
living in Seattle “in the Idaho House in 
the restricted district”47 (an area of 
brothels). A Seattle wire story reported 
that “Maud Stewart, half sister to Jes-

se Winkle . . . and Graver Framer [sic], 
a friend of the woman, were arrested 
here today by the police. The woman 
is believed to have been in communi-
cations with Winkle, who escaped af-
ter the [crime] was committed. Framer 
and Miss Stewart were living together 
in this city when arrested.”48 The po-
lice eventually concluded Lucy Maud 
had had no contact with Jesse, so she 
and her boyfriend, Grover Frame, were 
released. 
 
In 1903, at age thirteen, Lucy Maud 
had married a Herbert P. Stewart in 

Pierce County.49 According to a news 
story, “Her husband took her to Skag-
way and there placed her in a dance 
hall, she says. Since then her life has 
been one of misfortune.”50 Was Lucy 
Maud so desperate to get away from 
Lamp that she had married another 
scoundrel? Perhaps so. Under the 
heading “Sister of the Olympia Mur-
derer Claims Victim Was a Fiend,” an-

other Seattle wire story provided an 
interview with Lucy Maud, who said 
“that her brother was justified in the 
killing, as he had done away with a 
man . . . before whose crimes the al-
leged acts of Stanford White pale. . . . 
[I]f he is ever brought to trial, the story 
of the crimes he avenged will result in 
his speedy acquittal.”51 
 
So Jesse was correct in his assess-
ment of Frank’s predation, at least 
with Lucy Maud. Perhaps Jesse’s 
claim about his other sisters was also 
true, despite their denials.  
 

THE AFTERMATH FOR SUSIE 
 

Just before the murder, Susie and 
Jesse argued, Susie confessed her infi-
delity, and Jesse struck her. Susie 
then fled the Winkle house in Olympia 
and took her son James to stay with 
her parents in South Union.52 Susie’s 
departure escalated Jesse’s rage and 
violence. After the murder, Susie 
moved in with her maternal grandfa-
ther, Reuben Gilliland, also of South 
Union. But he gave Susie an ultima-
tum: she “must forsake the cause of 
her husband or she could no longer 
remain under his roof.”53 Susie was 
not ready to abandon her love for Jes-
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 se, so she moved into a small rental 
house with her son, her mother, and 
her furniture from the house on West 
Fourth.54  
 
In August 1907, Susie gave birth to 
another son, Clarence. Clarence’s bio-
logical father may have been either 
Jesse Winkle or Frank Lamp—Susie 
testified that Frank had visited her 

home at least once in the two months 
prior to the murder (December 1906 
through January 1907),55 giving him a 
window of opportunity to father the 
child. 
 
Somewhere along the line, Susie final-
ly gave up on Jesse: in late 1907, she 
filed for divorce. In a formal complaint, 
her attorney Gordon Mackay wrote, 
“Prior to the commission of the said 
crime [the murder of Frank Lamp], de-
fendant treated plaintiff in a cruel and 
inhuman manner and on or about the 
21st day of February, A.D.1907, beat 
plaintiff in a cruel and inhuman man-
ner and drove her from her home. 
That since the said 21st day of Febru-

ary, A.D.1907, defendant has wholly 
failed to provide the actual necessaries 
of life for the plaintiff or to communi-
cate in any way with her, although he 
well knew that plaintiff was heavy with 
child when he left her and that plain-
tiff would become a mother in August, 
1907.”56 The same document pro-
claimed that Susie “at all times since 
her marriage has been a good and 
faithful wife” and was being financially 
supported by her parents since Jesse 
fled town. The divorce was granted in 
March 1908.  
 

This must have been a very trying 
time for Susie, made much more so 
when, on October 13, 1908, baby 
Clarence died of tubercular meningi-
tis. He was only fourteen months old. 
He was buried in the Bush Prairie 
cemetery.57  
 
Just a few months after this tragedy, 
Susie was embroiled in yet another 

bizarre story. 

DOPPELGANGER 
 
In March 1909, a man named James 
Wheelihan was arrested in San Fran-
cisco on a charge of burglary. The San 
Francisco police noticed this man bore 
a strong resemblance to Jesse Winkle, 
still at large after the 1907 murder of 
Frank Lamp (Winkle’s photo had been 

widely circulated following his flight 
from Tumwater). The San Francisco 
police chief forwarded photographs of 
the suspect to Thurston County Sher-
iff George Gaston “and the likeness 
was so pronounced that further marks 
were looked up, and a tattoo design on 
the breast of the man in jail corre-
sponded to that which Winkle was 
said to wear.”58 Several former ac-
quaintances of Winkle’s in Thurston 
County viewed the photos from Cali-
fornia, and said that they were “good 
likenesses of Jesse Winkle.”59 Based 

Susie’s signature from her divorce doc-
uments.56 
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on this evidence, Sheriff Gaston and 
Thurston County Prosecuting Attorney 
John Wilson agreed that the San 
Francisco police indeed had Winkle in 
custody.  
 
Gaston requested and received extra-
dition papers from Washington Gover-
nor Marion Hay. Gaston then went 
south by rail, and returned with 

Wheelihan/Winkle on the steamship 
Queen, which was equipped with a 
holding cell. The ship docked in Seat-
tle, and the sheriff and his prisoner 
took a train south to Olympia.60 Upon 
their arrival in town, some locals who 

claimed to be well acquainted with 
Winkle “were very positive from the 
small view they had of the prisoner 
that the wrong man is held on the 
charge and a number were offering to 
wager that there is a case of mistaken 
identity. Sheriff Gaston . . . is equally 
confident that he has the right man. . 
. . The prisoner, if he be Winkle, has 
evidently succeeded in working out an 

exceptionally clever disguise. Not only 
has his hair been changed many 
shades darker, but his very complex-
ion seems to be much darker. It is 
said that even his jaws are heavier 
and in fact a number of differences are 

Thurston County Sheriff George Gaston and Thurston County Prosecuting Attorney 
John Wilson. Caricatures by Palmer, circa 1908. State Library Photograph Collec-

tion, 1851-1990, Washington State Archives, Digital Archives.  
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 claimed by those who caught the 
glance of him as he was rushed to the 
jail that considerable doubt is felt con-
cerning the identity.”61 
 
Adolph Schmidt, chief engineer at the 
brewery, and his brother Leo had both 
worked with Winkle, and declared that 
this man was not him. But Sheriff 
Gaston was sure that he had the real 

murderer in custody, even though 
Gaston had not known Winkle person-
ally.62  
 
Wilson and Gaston began gathering 
more evidence. They interviewed many 
of Winkle’s family and former ac-
quaintances to obtain a list of scars, 
tattoos, and other marks on Winkle 
which could be compared to those on 
Wheelihan. Two local doctors and a 
dentist were then called in to the sher-
iff’s office to conduct a thorough ex-
amination of Wheelihan.63 Although 
the results of the examination were 
not made public, Gaston and Wilson 
afterwards stated they were even more 
certain that Wheelihan and Winkle 

were one and the same. 
 
Wilson and Gaston also asked Winkle 
family members and acquaintances to 
meet Wheelihan face-to-face and con-
firm or deny that he was actually Win-
kle. Susie, of course, was high on the 
list. By this time, she had contracted 
tuberculosis, or consumption as it was 
commonly known then, and in fact 
was not expected to survive for long.64 
Perhaps because of her illness, she at 
first refused to see the prisoner. When 
she finally relented and met Wheel-
ihan, she confidently insisted that he 

was not her ex-husband: “He doesn’t 
look a bit like Jesse.”65 Other relatives 
of Winkle’s flatly refused to have any-
thing to do with the case. 
 
Wheelihan rather nonchalantly main-
tained that he was not Winkle; in fact, 
he seemed to “take his trip here as a 
huge joke.”66 He stated that he had 
served in both the U.S. Army and Na-

vy during the years when Winkle was 
known to be in Tumwater. But a 
search of military records going back 
to 1900 failed to turn up anyone by 
the name of Wheelihan.  
 
Yet another plot twist came in mid-
May when Olympia Police Chief Ed 
Rogers was leafing through some old 
police circulars, and found a photo 
that looked suspiciously like Wheel-
ihan/Winkle. But the name on this 
poster was Joe Wilkinson, who was 
wanted for embezzlement in Fresno, 
California.67 Was it mere coincidence 
that all three men had the initials “J. 
W.”? 
 

By the end of May, newspapers were 
predicting that Wheelihan, under any 
name, would have to be released due 
to lack of hard evidence. Sheriff Gas-
ton, however, remained convinced that 
he had the murderer in custody. He 
cited the number of scars that were 
found during the physical examination 
of Wheelihan: “[Susie Winkle] told me 
that on the right leg, four inches above 
the knee was a scar that was made by 
being cut with a barrel hoop. That 
scar is on the man who says that his 
name is James Wheelihan. . . . A scar 
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was found close to [Wheelihan’s] right 
shoulder blade, and when Mrs. Winkle 
was asked if her former husband had 
such a scar on his back she described 
it and the location and said that it was 
the result of a knife wound that he re-
ceived in a fight at Bremerton. . . . 
Jesse Winkle had a scar over the left 
eye where he was kicked in a fight . . . 
The alleged James Wheelihan has a 
scar in identically the same spot. Jes-
se Winkle had a scar on the bridge of 
the nose where he was hit with a beer 
bottle in a fight in the Green Tree sa-
loon. Wheelihan . . . has the same 
scar.”68 
 
The court files on the Wheelihan case 
include affidavits from: Susie Winkle, 
Jesse’s wife; Charles Hewitt, Tum-
water postmaster and a shirt-tail rela-
tive of Winkle’s; G. W. Zeren, a local 
barber who had shaved both men; Ed-
ward Manning, who knew Wheelihan 
from the Army in California; and J. J. 

Duffy and Thomas Warnock, who 
knew Wheelihan as a soldier in Ameri-
can Lake. All of these witnesses swore 
that Wheelihan was definitely not Jes-
se Winkle. In an undated court docu-
ment, Prosecuting Attorney Wilson fi-
nally admitted that he had insufficient 
evidence to take Wheelihan to trial, 
and asked the court to dismiss the 
case against the suspect.69  
 
So, after two months in the Thurston 
County jail, Wheelihan was finally re-
leased. Then, and only then, did he 
declare, “My right name is John Ran-
dolph Preston, and that is the name 
under which I joined the army.”70   
 
With the correct name in hand, local 
authorities were able to retrieve U.S. 
Army documents proving that Wheel-
ihan/Preston was not Winkle. Military 
records from 1906 and 1907 con-
tained a photo and a complete physi-
cal description of Preston, including 

Headlines about Jesse Winkle’s double garnered nearly as much front page space 
as the original murder did two years earlier.58, 62, 65 
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 his many scars and tattoos. These cor-
responded precisely with those ob-
served by local doctors during their 
examination of Preston,71 giving him 
an airtight alibi, since Winkle was def-
initely in Thurston County in 1906-07 
and Preston was in the military. Why 
Preston did not trot out his correct 
name earlier is unknown; perhaps he 
enjoyed the notoriety or the three 

squares in the county jail. 
 
Preston and his attorney W. W. Manier 
also filed a claim against the county 
for $100 to compensate Preston for his 
time in jail. Apparently, Prosecuting 
Attorney Wilson quashed the claim, 
stating, “If every man 
who is put under ar-
rest could secure 
$100, where would the 
county end up at?”72 
 
Local newspapers 
claimed the affair 
would go down as one 
of the strangest cases 
of mistaken identity in 

police annals. 
  
After his release, Pres-
ton stayed in the area, 
working for Olympia 
Light and Power, and 
doing odd jobs.73 
(Apparently, he was 
never extradited to 
California to be tried 
on the burglary or em-
bezzlement charges.) 
On March 1, 1910, he 
started a fight with Bil-
ly Martin in McGow-

an’s saloon in Olympia. Martin lodged 
a complaint with the police, and Pres-
ton was arrested on a drunk-and-
disorderly charge. He was fined $50 in 
court, but refused to (or could not) pay 
the fine, so was jailed.74 He was re-
leased a short time later, on the condi-
tion that he leave town. He did, and 
worked his way east, appearing for the 
last time in the news when he was ar-

rested in Sandpoint, Idaho, on burgla-
ry charges.75  
 

A SECOND MARRIAGE FOR SUSIE 
 
Susie had by this point in her life (age 
24) already endured an abusive early 

The Thurston County courthouse and jail at the time 
when Wheelihan/Winkle/Preston was held there. The 
courthouse was located at the corner of 4th Street and 
Washington in downtown Olympia. Photo AR-07809001-
ph001441, circa 1905, courtesy of Washington State Ar-

chives, Digital Archives. 
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childhood, an abusive marriage, a 
forced or consensual extramarital rela-
tionship, abandonment by her hus-
band, the notoriety of the murder and 
her public confessions, the death of 
her younger son, and involvement in 
the whole doppelganger affair. And she 
was still suffering from tuberculosis.76 
By any standards, she was long over-
due for some happiness.  

It is not known exactly how or when 
Susie met a man named Fred Blaine 
Gilmore. Later news articles stated 
that Susie met Fred on a trip to 
Grangeville, Idaho, presumably in 
1909. Perhaps they met while Susie 
was visiting relatives in the Spokane/
Coeur d’Alene area. Perhaps they 
knew each other as children, since 
both were born and raised in Tum-

water. At any rate, the two married on 
October 18, 1909 in Grangeville.77 
 
Fred Gilmore was born in Tumwater in 
1883, but at some point after 1900, he 
joined his older brothers who were liv-
ing in north central Idaho.78 There 
they established a land claim about 30 
miles east of Grangeville.79 The claim 
was described as being in a very rug-
ged and isolated section of the coun-
try, accessible only by a rough moun-
tain trail.80 Grangeville and neighbor-
ing Mount Idaho were the nearest 
towns. 
 
No description of Susie’s married life 
could be located, but we can hope that 

she had at last found some semblance 
of normalcy and happiness. She had a 
new husband, her son James, and a 
home in the pristine wilderness of Ida-
ho. If she was indeed happy at this 
point, it was to be a bittersweet and 
short-lived joy. “[A]t that time [of her 
marriage] while she was not in the 
best of health it was thought a change 
of climate and the pure mountain air 
would prove beneficial.”81 Fred must 
have truly been devoted to her, since 
he married her despite her ill health. 
 

A 1910 map of Idaho; Grangeville is 
shown with a star in the north central 
part of the state. The Gilmore Ranch is 
about 30 miles due east of Grangeville. 
Idaho census map, www.access 
genealogy.com/idaho/1910-idaho-
census-maps.htm (accessed May 12, 
2020). 
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SUSIE’S FINAL JOURNEY 
 
By early 1910, Susie’s tuberculosis 
had worsened. “[A]ll was done that 
was within the power of friends and 
relatives but the disease had made 
such inroads that the case was hope-
less.” Also, Fred’s home was “thirty 
miles from the nearest point where a 
doctor could have been procured.”82 
 
On February 19, 1910, just four 
months after her marriage, Susie died 
of tuberculosis at her husband’s re-
mote ranch. She was not quite 25. 
Susie and Fred must have discussed 
her final arrangements, for Fred went 

to extraordinary efforts to return 
Susie’s body to Thurston County. Per-
haps Susie wished to be buried next to 
her son, Clarence, in the cemetery on 
Bush Prairie. 
 
From his ranch, Fred “carried the 
body in his arms through the worst 
storm of the winter to the home of a 
neighbor three miles away.83 It took 
almost a day to accomplish this, and 
then he was forced to wait for three 
days on account of the storm, before 
continuing. By the time they [Fred and 
his neighbors] could start out, the 
body was frozen stiff, and friends vol-
unteered to carry it to Mount Idaho84 

Grangeville, Idaho, as Susie would have seen it. 1909 postcard courtesy of Idaho 
GenWeb, www.idaho.idgenweb.org/PHOTOS/gville_photos.htm (accessed May 18, 
2020). 

http://www.idaho.idgenweb.org/PHOTOS/gville_photos.htm
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on a litter. This was found impossible 
on account of the deep snow. Accord-
ingly several sacks of hay were lashed 
to a horse’s back and the body placed 
on this. The men in the party with Mr. 
Gilmore took turns in breaking the 
trail for the horse with the body, and 
after five days’ traveling they reached 
Grangeville.”85 There, Susie’s body was 
embalmed, and Fred accompanied it 
on a train heading west. 
 
On March 2, the Olympian reported 
that “Monday the body was shipped to 

Olympia for burial, and it was ex-
pected yesterday but failed to arrive. It 
is not known whether the train bear-
ing it is stalled in the Cascades, or 
whether it was sent by way of Portland 
and has been delayed there by the 
storm. It is looked for today. Simple 
services will be held upon the arrival 
of the remains, and it will be interred 
here.”86  
 
Susie’s body, escorted by Fred, arrived 
in Olympia on March 3 and was bur-
ied at the Bush Prairie cemetery the 

Susie’s body was carried about 30 miles from the Gilmore Ranch to Grangeville, 
through three feet of snow. Artist’s concept by Carol B. Hannum. 
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 public opinion found him guilty: locals 
ostracized him and his wife divorced 
him.90 
 
Although Fred was only 26 when 
Susie died, he never remarried. He 
spent the rest of his life in Idaho, died 
at the age of 84, and was buried in 
Grangeville.91 Today, the Gilmore 
Ranch that Fred and his brothers es-

tablished serves as a base for big 
game hunts. The ranch and Gilmore 
Creek still appear on current maps. 
 
Lucy Maud Byers, Jesse’s half-sister, 
was arrested in 1907 along with her 
boyfriend Grover Frame on suspicion 
of helping Jesse escape or at least 
knowing his whereabouts. In 1910, 
Lucy Maud and Frame were married 
in Mason County, Washington. (Lucy 
Maud’s sister Katie and her husband 
George Craig served as witnesses at 
the wedding ceremony, as indeed they 
had at Lucy Maud’s first marriage.92) 
At some point, the Frames moved to 
Port Angeles. By 1918, Frame was in 
Alaska with the military, and Lucy 

Maud was still living in Port Angeles. 
The next mention of Frame is his 
death certificate. He died in 1925 in 
Northern State Hospital at Sedro 
Woolley; cause of death was general 
paralysis of the insane. His marital 
status was listed as single.93 It is un-
known if Lucy Maud divorced him, 
just left him, remarried, or returned to 
a life of prostitution. She could not be 
located in later public records. 
 
Alice Winkle Lamp, Frank Lamp’s 
widow, later married a man named 
George Rasmussen, and the couple 

following day, next to her son Clar-
ence.  
 

A LEGACY OF MISFORTUNE 
 
Even after Susie’s death, a chain of 
misfortunes continued to bedevil her 
extended family. 
 
James Winkle, Susie’s older son, 

was only six at the time of Susie’s 
death. Effectively an orphan (since 
his father Jesse had never returned), 
James stayed with Fred Gilmore in 
Idaho for a short time,87 but soon 
was taken back to western Washing-
ton to live with his uncle and aunt, 
Walter and Nettie Byers (Walter was 
Jesse’s half-brother). In 1920, the 
family was working at the Kitsap 
County poor farm—Walter as a 
farmer and James as a laborer.88 
James died in 1921 in Sunnydale 
(near Seattle) from tubercular menin-
gitis; he was only seventeen. His body 
was cremated.89  
 
Fred Gilmore returned to his ranch 
in Idaho after burying Susie in Tum-
water. In 1918, he received word that 
one of his brothers, John, had died 
near Castle Rock, Washington. Fred 
immediately set out for Castle Rock, 
assuming that John had succumbed 
to the influenza pandemic. But he 
found that John had been murdered. 
John and a local man, Martin Swift, 
had been feuding for years over a 
school election. Swift finally am-
bushed John and shot him in the 
back. Even though Swift confessed to 
the crime, he was inexplicably found 
innocent at trial. But the court of 
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had four children, in addition to the 
four that Alice had had with Frank. In 
1918, Alice and her family were living 
near Lake Washington. On May 14 of 
that year, Alice sent two of her boys, 
ages nine and seven, on an errand to 
gather grass for their chickens. The 
boys instead decided to play on a log 
raft floating in the lake; both were 
drowned.94  

 
Lucy Young Winkle Byers, Jesse’s 
mother, remarried once more. She 
lived in various spots in Washington, 
but spent her last few months in Ore-
gon. In 1931, she died at the Oregon 
State Hospital (a psychiatric facility) in 
Salem, from chronic myocarditis 
(inflammation of the heart) and chron-
ic nephritis (inflammation of the kid-
neys). Her body was cremated, and to 
this day, her ashes remain un-
claimed.95 
 
Walter Byers, Jesse’s half-brother, 
eventually returned to Olympia and 
worked at the post-Prohibition Olym-
pia brewery. He died in 1936 from 

chronic myocarditis (inflammation of 
the heart); he was only 50.96  
 
Jesse Winkle was never heard from 
again. 
 
Susie Lewis Winkle Gilmore and her 
son Clarence were buried somewhere 
within the Bush Prairie (now Union 
Pioneer Calvary) cemetery in Tum-
water. If any markers were erected 
over the graves, they have been lost to 
the vagaries of time. 

__________ 
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museum field since 2001. She has writ-
ten many history articles and co-
authored two books about a Washing-
ton pioneer. She currently serves as the 
curator at the Olympia Tumwater Foun-
dation, and as the editor of the 
Thurston County Historical Journal. 
 
Dr. Jewell Lorenz Dunn had a 42-year 
career as a retail jewelry store manag-
er, then made a change to work at the 
Washington  State Archives. She is an 
avid genealogist, DNA researcher, lec-
turer, and author. She specializes in 
adoption and ethnic genealogy. 

____________________ 

News articles about Susie Lewis’s death recounted her ill-fated life.75, 84 
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WHO/WHAT/WHERE IS IT? 

In this photo from 1958, Harry Nelson, 
co-owner of the Olympia Cheese Compa-
ny, is shown using a stainless steel tool 
(a cheese harp) to cut cheese curd into 
small cubes.  
 
The Olympia Cheese Company was 
owned by Nelson and business partner 
Beck H. Hansen. Hansen was born in 
Denmark, where he learned cheese-
making. He eventually moved to  
Thurston County and opened his cheese 
business. The partners made all types of 
Danish-style cheese: plain, caraway, 
Swiss, Edam,  smoked, Limburger, Ap-
petit-Ost, and Gammel-Ost. Cheese 
could be ordered as mild, medium, or 
sharp, and was shipped all over the 

United States. 
 
The company was located on Highway 
99 (the main Seattle-to-Portland route 
before I-5 was built), about 4 miles east 
of Olympia, in what is now Lacey. 
 
The basic steps in cheese making are: 
1. Acidify fresh, warm milk by adding a 

culture of living bacteria 
2. Add rennet to coagulate the milk into 

curd (a gel-like substance) 
3. Cut the curd into small pieces 
4. Stir, cook, and wash the curd to re-

move most of the whey (liquid resi-
due) 

5. Drain the curd and pack into a mold 
6. Age as desired to sharpen the flavor 

Beck Hansen packs curd into molds, and checks wheels of caraway-flavored cheese in 
an aging room. Photos 110.69.166 and 110.69.153, courtesy of Schmidt House, Olym-
pia Tumwater Foundation. 



 

  

 

WHO/WHAT/WHERE IS IT? 
 

What is this man doing? See inside back cover for more information. 
Photo 110.69.163, courtesy of Schmidt House, Olympia Tumwater Foundation. 
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